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Harrietsham Fish Scheme Who’s Who 

Fish Scheme-Helping Hands 

Lift Organisers Andrew & Felicity Rogers 
Ridgedown, Marley Road, Harrietsham ME17 1AU 

Telephone 859352 Email andrew.rogers3@btinternet.com 

Chairman Peter Brown 
Bassetts, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1JR 

Telephone 851075 Email peter.78brown@btinernet.com 

Treasurer Michael Gear 
Little Hatch, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AJ 

Telephone 859410 Email michaelgear44@hotmail.co.uk 

Network Magazine 

Editor Jan Dijkstra-Caplan 
Telephone 07484 310307 Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Editorial Team Amanda Ward, Denise Williams and Rod Martenstyn 
 Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Advertising Manager Kath Rushton 
Pennine, Old Lain, Harrietsham, ME17 1AZ 

Telephone 850103 Email adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Distribution Manager Jackie Bevan 
Faygate, Ashford Road, Lenham ME17 2DA 

Telephone 859310 

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Harrietsham Network is published by the Harrietsham Fish Scheme 

Network Magazine July 2021 deadlines  
 

Tues 1 June 2021 12 noon advertising deadline for July Network 
 

Tues 1 June 2021 12 noon copy deadline for July Network 

 

We are back in print! Just in case the unthinkable happens, please be aware that 

we always put Network on our website on 1st of each month.  
 

Please send advertising contributions to advertising manager’s address above. 

Please send copy to: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org.  

Thank you. 
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From the Editor 
 
Hello everyone,  
 
This month sees the retirement of Doctor Graham Hagan, the very long-serving 
Senior Partner of Len Valley Practice, see pages 8 and 9.  
 
We are remembering Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh with the official photograph 
on page 15. 
 
Finally, after the long lockdowns, we are beginning to hope that we can make 
sustainable plans for the future. In 2022, the Queen will mark her Platinum Jubilee 
and our thoughts are turning to how we will celebrate this in Harrietsham. See 
pages 10, 11, 34 and 35. 
 
If you have news of future events or regular events resuming, or plans to start up 
something new, please email the details to us for publication in Network. Emails 
should be sent to editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org . We would also be very 
happy to see your photos, stories, poems, riddles, quizzes and jokes. You never 
know, you might get to see them in print! 
 
With any luck, the summer will be long and sunny and we will all be able to get out 
and about.  
 
We wish you all a very enjoyable summer. 
 
Jan - Editor. 

Please remember to email any photographs, articles of interest about               
Harrietsham, or recipes etc. that could be considered for inclusion to:  

 
E-mail: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

 

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org 
 

Whilst every effort is made to include as wide a variety of information as possible 
each month, the editor reserves the right not to publish, or to edit, any item. The 
editor’s decision is final. Responsibility for the information and views set out in 
articles and notices in this publication lies entirely with the authors. 
 
Letters sent anonymously will not be considered. Any opinions expressed are those 
of the contributors and not necessarily those of the officers or committee of the Fish 
Scheme. 
 
The publication of an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement. No 
reproduction allowed in any form without written consent. No flyers or inserts to be 
sent to the printers for inclusion in the magazine direct or without the editor’s prior 
consent.  
 
Front Cover Photo - Editor 
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It is 36 years since I first came to work at Lenham Surgery (as it was known 
then) as a trainee GP. I joined the partners at the time, Drs Martin Porter, Ian 
McMullen (my trainer), Kevin Hipkins and Gerri McKeever. We worked in the 
purpose built Tithe Yard surgery, off the Lenham village square and at Dr 
McMullen’s house, containing our Branch surgery, in Harrietsham. A lot has 
changed since then; I’ve gone grey for a start! The community has grown and 
we outgrew both surgeries. The Glebe surgery at Harrietsham was built in 
1991 and we left Tithe Yard, moving to our ‘new’ premises in Groom Way, 
Lenham, in 2004. Now we are pushed for room space again and we are 
looking to expand further.  
 
It has been a privilege to be part of the local community for all of those years, 
to get to know you all and to have had the opportunity to develop the Len 
Valley Practice. It is the practice that endures.  
 
As Doctors working at the surgery, we come and go. I hope that in my time at 
the surgery we will be seen to have built on the solid foundations laid by our 
predecessors and I have no doubt that the current partners will continue this 
work in the future. We are already working on plans to redevelop and 
modernise both Lenham and Harrietsham surgeries. 
 
I think the current Pandemic, whilst devastating for so many, has also brought 
out the best in us all and we have come together to keep our sick and 
vulnerable safe and supported. I would like to thank our loyal staff at the 
practice and the dedicated local volunteers, for their hard work in such trying 
times. We are now busy vaccinating as quickly as we can and by the end of 
June this year, I hope that you will all have had a chance to be vaccinated, if 
you so wish. The end of June, therefore, seems the right time for me to bow 
out and retire.  

Retirement Dr Hagan 
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As I have said to several of you already, I thank you for your company on 
life’s journey. After thirty six years, so many of you feel like my extended 
family and I hope that our paths may cross again in the future. In the 
meantime I wish you all well and I know that  I am leaving you in very capable 
hands.  

Patient Participation Group (PPG) Farewell Event 

On Friday 18 June from 2.00pm to 3.30pm the PPG from the Len Valley GP 
practice are holding an event for patients to say thank you and farewell to Dr 
Hagan who is retiring after 36 years with the practice. 
 

As we will still be subject to covid restrictions we will only be able to accommodate 
15 people self-distancing at a time in the Osbourne Room at Lenham Community 
Centre. In order to accommodate as many people as possible over the 90 minutes 
we are asking those who wish to attend to phone Marjorie Darby on 01622 
850657 or email her Marjoriedarby5@gmail.com. We will be holding 3 x 30-minute 
sessions and Marjorie will allocate a session to you. Light refreshments will be 
available.  
 

Due to the limited time available we will be putting together a memory book. We 
are inviting any patients who wish to contribute to the book of memories to send 
any written contributions to Marjorie Darby or to the Lenham Surgery for the 
attention of Practice Manager, Elaine Moles-Hawley (email emoles@nhs.net). You 
can of course bring your contribution with you on the day. We hope to see as 
many of you as possible during the afternoon, but we know you will understand 
that covid restrictions will apply and masks, hand gel and self-distancing will be 
necessary. 
 

Len Valley Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

Easy        Hard 
Source: © Memory-Improvement-Tips.com. Reprinted by Permission.  

 Sudoku Corner 
The object is to use the numbers 1-9 once each in every row and column and also 
in every quadrant of 9 squares (heavily outlined). Enjoy! Answers on page 29. 

mailto:Marjoriedarby5@gmail.com
mailto:emoles@nhs.net
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Beating the Bounds Part Two   
Part One of this article, which took us up to 1983, 
appeared in the May Issue of Network. This is available at 
www.harrietshamfishscheme.org. 
 
The Bounds were not beaten again until the year of the 
Golden Jubilee, 2002. The following programme of events 
was published in Network in April 2002. 



      June 2021 

11 

 

Most of the programme would still be viable today, although I suspect that the sau-
sage sizzle would see many of us heading for the vegetarian variety! Bearing in 
mind that next year is the Platinum Jubilee of our Queen’s accession to the 
throne, maybe we should start planning  now? 
 

This is the article that appeared in Network in April 2002 to explain what Beating 
the Bounds was all about. 

For those of you with an interest in Harrietsham’s history, the 2002 official pro-
gramme is reproduced on pages 34 and 35. With grateful thanks to Peter Brown 
and Harrietsham History Society for the articles supplied from their archives.  
Jan - Editor. 
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Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls Club  
 
Hi all, I hope you are all keeping safe and well, even if we 
cannot start bowling again at Harrietsham Village Hall until at 
least September, there are signs that this Covid Lockdown is 
easing for us all. 
 
Our club is insured with Sutton Winson and through this association, we have been 
able to apply for a sports grant that is specifically for Bowls Clubs. 12 grants are 
available, each of £250.00, and they have been made in support of Bowls Clubs as 
a goodwill gesture due to Covid 19, that has caused the loss of revenue and 
playing time. This may sound a bit like a lucky dip as I am sure that many bowls 
clubs will apply, but as the saying goes, “You have to be in it to win it". So fingers 
crossed let us hope we will be one of the lucky clubs. 
 
Best Wishes to all our members, stay safe and well. 
 
Phil Gooda Chairman/Secretary 

Harrietsham in Bloom 
Having had a wonderful display throughout the village in spring, 
the tulips in planters have been removed and preparation done 
for summer bedding to be installed. Our thanks go to the 
volunteers who assisted in this task and to the villagers who 
deadheaded the daffodils. 
 
We are grateful to the businesses who are supporting us in 2021 and to everyone 
who drops their loose change into the donation tins – thank you! 
 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer (you don’t have to be a gardener) we 
will guide you with any tasks.  Please contact our chairman for further details. 
 
Andrew Rogers (Chair) 01622 859352 
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Rest in Peace, Sir... 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
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Covid Support Volunteers Team 
 
We have all been so impressed with all the selfless acts from so many within our 
community. Shopping, medical deliveries, a listening ear, and also one-off tasks 
for residents that make so much difference to their lives.    
 
It has been so amazing to see how much of a Community spirit and a willingness 
of people to give of their time for others. Many would have been lost without them. 
 
Many of the volunteers have been involved in the wonderful vaccination process, 
from car parking, clearing snow from the car parks to administrative duties and 
booking appointments. With our fantastic NHS health workers putting in such hard 
work and so many extra hours, our community has been ahead of many other 
areas and the clinics have run so smoothly and speedily. We are truly thankful for 
their efforts. It has been an example of what we can achieve with collective will 
and determination. 
 
Thanks also must go to the surgery team and to those at the Saxon Warrior 
working alongside the volunteer team to allow movement of scripts and 
medication to those in need. This has been balanced with all workers who have 
ensured our shops remained open, shelves full, and our children able to receive 
safe education and return to seeing their friends at school. The community spirit  
demonstrated by individuals supporting others, delivering our post, and by 
neighbours having conversations with the most isolated and vulnerable amongst 
us, has kept us all going and has been greatly appreciated. 
 
A special thank you goes again to Martin Sherwood and his tireless efforts every 
day, to provide many residents with medication and a smile. Always willing to go 
back to the doctors or the Saxon Warrior for extra much needed medical supplies 
that become available during the day. On his rounds, he additionally picks up 
concerns and help required from residents, which he acts upon in any way he can. 
He is and continues to be a credit to his team, and this community has really 
appreciated his service to us all. 
 
As the situation improves and the Government eases guidelines the plan is to 
cease the Covid support on June 22. The website will be wound down then too. 
 
However, if infections rise and there is a need for more, additional or different 
support, we will of course review this in line with the Government guidelines and 
regulations. We know that the informal voluntary help carried out in the last year 
will continue to happen. We hope we might get back to a normal, a new normal, 
but something that we shall never take for granted again. Personally, wearing face 
masks and supporting the vaccination process will continue, for the safety of 
everyone, so we might return to meeting up and hugging each other once again! 
 
Thank you all. 
 

Tom and Janetta Sams on behalf of  
www.harrietshamandlenhamcovid19support.co.uk and our facebook group 
Harrietsham and Lenham Villages community support 
 
And a big Thank You from all of us Tom, Jan, Martin and all your helpers. Ed. 

http://www.harrietshamandlenhamcovid19support.co.uk/


      June 2021 

19 

 

Local Directory A-Ha 
 

Art Classes (Drawing/Painting Improvers) 

Tutor    Helen Easter  03000 412222/ 

       www.helenbeeken.co.uk 

Beaver Scouts  

Leader    Duncan Keenan 07768 926654 

Bell Ringers 

Captain    Ken Leach  01622 851173 

Captain    Graham Cuthbert 01795 886365 

Bible Reading Fellowship   

Co-ordinator   Mrs J Bevan  01622 859310 

Booth and Baldwin Charity 

Secretary      email boothandbaldwin@hotmail.co.uk 

Brownie Guides 

Brown Owl   Louise Ayres  07590 037693 

Community Support  

PCSO    John Boyd  101 

Conservative Association 

Faversham Office     01622 758053 

Countryways Quilters  

And Stitchers   Pamela Gillard  01233 879507 

Craft and Chat/Crafternoon/ 

Knit Crochet and Natter  Hazel Roots   01622 851885 

Cricket Club 

Chairman   Mr A Hubble  01622 859692 

Cub Scouts  

Leader    Mrs A Seales  01622 859829 

Explorer Scouts 

Leader    Mark Horlock  07789 226516 

Family History  

Enquiries   Mr F Long  01622 850863 

Flower Guild 

Parish Church   Mrs R Long  01622 850863 

Friends of St. John the Baptist Church 

Chairperson   Audrey Joy  01622 850806 

Gardening Society 

Chairman   Mr David Oversby 01622 859674 

Girl Guides 

Leader    Kate Davies  07971 254029/beaukate@btinternet.com 

Golf – Bill’s Round for Charity 

Secretary   Mr T Grimes  01622 850632 

Harrietsham Academy of Ballet 

Organiser   Deborah Nankivell 07775 716714 

Harrietsham in Bloom 

Chairman   Mr A Rogers  01622 859352 

Harrietsham Social Club 

Secretary   Jed Stone  07759 8771198/whipacres2@g.mail.com                                       

Harrietsham History Society 

Chairman   Mr P Brown  01622 851075 
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Local Directory He-Z 
 

Health Walks 

Organiser    Ms M Darby   01622 850657 

Helpers 

Chairman    Mr T Sams   01622 859412 

Karate Club 

Organiser    Mr Lewin Tuckwell  07812 089304 

Kent Community Warden Mr M Sherwood 07977 981993 

Kent Messenger  

“Your Local Pages” 

Village correspondent   Charlotte Lingard miss_lingard@hotmail.com 

Lenham and Harrietsham Youth Hub 

Contact  Katie at KCC  01622 755044 

Liberal Democrat Assoc.  Mr David Naghi  07970 626829 

PTFA (Harrietsham School) 

Chairman  James Reed  harrietshamptfa@gmail.com 

Pre-school  Susan Taylor  07897821399harrietshampreschool 

     manager@gmail.com 

Rainbows 

Leader  Kate Davies  07971254029/beaukate@btinternet.com 

Royal British Legion 

Branch Chairman  Mr Barry Wood  850702/barry.wood1112@outlook.com 

Safari Supper 

Organiser  Mr R Bevan  859310 

Scouts  

Group leader  Mr E Seales  859829 

Leader  Mr N Still  880139 

Short Mat Bowls 

Chairman  Phil Gooda  01622851217/p.gooda@btinternet.com 

Tai Chi Class  Angela Akast  07754454030/akast.a@btopenworld.com 

Tennis Club 

Chairman  Mr A Rogers  859352 

Secretary  Mrs K Daking  850652 

The Lenham School 

Head of School  Mr Chris Foreman 858267 

The Poppy Appeal 

Organiser  Richard Cast  07787476879/richardcast@btinternet.com 

Ulcombe Pre-school 

Chairperson  Helen Leat  07511657828/ 

     ulcombepreschool@live.co.uk 

Village Hall  

Chairman  Steve Brown  chair@harrietshamvillagehall.org.uk 

Whist Club  Denise Williams 859410 

Wives Group 

Leader  Katherin Daking 850652 

Women’s Institute 

Secretary  TBA 
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  Local Churches 

 
Parish Church of St John the 
Baptist 
Vicar: Revd. John Huggins   
01622 850280 vicar@lvb.org.uk 
(Day off: Wednesday) 
Assisting priests:  
Revd. Anne Price 01622 924963  
revanne@lvb.org.uk 
Revd. Millie Hart 01622 297296 
revmilliehart@lvb.org.uk 
Curate: Revd. Charlotte Coles 
07805092823 curate@lvb.org.uk 
Readers: 
Joan Drury 01622 853766  
jdrury23@btinternet.com 
Pamela Cuerden 01622 859442  
pamela@lvb.org.uk 
Benefice Office:  
Sarah Hills 01622 850604 
ChurchOffice@lvb.org.uk 
For details of services see p.23 
  

United Reformed Church 
Week Street, Maidstone 
Minister: Rev Andrew Royal 
Sunday Service at 10.30am with 
creche. No evening service. 
01622 686053 
maidstoneurcoffice@talktalk.net 
  

Baptist Church 
Knightrider Street, Maidstone 
Minister: Bill Miller 
Office: 01622 686013 
Sunday Services at 10.30am with 
creche, and at 6.30pm 
www.maidatonebaptist.net 
  

Bearsted and Thurnham 
Methodist Church 
Bearsted (next to Station) 
Minister: Rev Bonni-Belle Pickard 
45 St Lukes Avenue 
Maidstone ME14 5AN 
01622 752895 
Sunday Service 10.30am 
  

 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
Roman Catholic Church 
Rectory Land, off East Street,  
Harrietsham 
Parish Priest: Fr Geoffrey Pointer 
Deacon: Rev Cyril Durbin 736100 
Mass every Sunday at 8.45am and 
Wednesday at 10.00am 
Holydays Mass 7pm 
  

St Peter’s Roman Catholic 
Church 
Button Lane, Bearsted 736100 
Confessions, Saturday 5 – 5.30pm 
Saturday Evening Mass 6pm 
Sunday Mass 10.30am 
Weekday Mass generally 
Monday and Tuesday 7pm and Friday 
10am 
Holydays Mass 10am and 8pm 
  

Pathways Church, Maidstone 
1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at 
10.30am in Lenham Community Centre. 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings in 
homes in Lenham and Harrietsham. 
Church leaders: Johnny and Estelle 
McCabe www.pathwayschurch.org.uk 
Pathways Church is supported by  
Jubilee Church, Maidstone 
  
For all church services please see    
information on page 23 or contact your 
own church for up to date information. 
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Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles;  
they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

Len Valley Benefice 

Everybody is welcome 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday 6 June 
  9.30am   Lenham:  Breakfast Service 
  9.30am   Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.00 am  Ulcombe: Informal Service 
 
 
Sunday 13 June 
  9.30am  Harrietsham:  Holy Communion 
11.00am  Lenham: Holy Communion 
11.00am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
  3.30pm  Boughton Malherbe: Evensong 
 
Lenham: Breakfast Church will be joining the market on this day. 
 
 
Sunday 20 June 
  9.30am  Lenham: Breakfast Service   
  9.30am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion 
11.00am  Harrietsham: Morning Worship 
 

 
Sunday 27 June 
  9.30am   Harrietsham:  Holy Communion 
11.00am   Lenham: Morning Worship 
11.00am   Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
11.00am   Boughton Malherbe: Informal Service 

 
 

As always, please continue to check notice boards, website and 
Facebook for updates.  
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Public Services and Emergencies Directory 
  
Doctors’ Surgery (Lenham and Harrietsham) 01622 858341 
Dentist, Lenham 01622 858204 
Dentaline (out of hours emergency treatment) 01634 890300 
Saxon Warrior Pharmacy 01622 858287 
Hospitals: 
  Maidstone, ME16 9QQ 01622 729000 
  The Tunbridge Wells Hospital. Pembury, TN2 4QJ 01892 823535 
  William Harvey Hospital, Ashford, TN24 0LZ 01233 633331 
Councils: 
  MP – Helen Whately 01622 758053 
  Kent County Council 03000 41 41 41 
  Maidstone Borough Council – all departments 01622 602000 
  Harrietsham Parish Council – Parish Clerk 01622 850089 
Police: Emergencies only 999       Non- emergencies 101 
Samaritans, 48, Grecian Street, Maidstone 01622 674444 
Citizens Advice Bureau, 2, Bower Terrace, Maidstone 01622 752420 
Childline 0800 11 11 
KCC Children’s Social Services 03000 41 11 11 
KCC Adults Social Services 03000 41 61 61 

Deadlines for  July 2021 Network 

Tues 1 June 2021 12 noon advertising deadline for July Network 

Tues 1 June 2021 12 noon copy deadline for July Network 

Let’s Talk About Poo! 
Not the most genteel or edifying of subjects, I would be the first to agree, but it’s the 
cause of endless mirth among children and adults alike!  Until, that is, you step into 
some of the doggie variety! It’s disgusting to clean up and the smell… well, 
printable words fail me! 
 
Now we (nearly) all love dogs and the way I see it is that ownership is a privilege, a 
pleasure and a blessing. The latter is possibly mixed! With the joys of ownership 
come responsibilities. One of the biggest is not letting your dog become a nuisance 
to others. That includes not allowing dogs to roam free, not allowing them to attack 
people, not allowing their barking to become a noise nuisance and above all not 
leaving their poo laying about for others to step in and have to clear up! 
 
Who am I to say anything, I hear you say!  I’m the hapless person who is nursing a 
very painful sprained ankle, having  side-stepped at the last minute to avoid a not 
previously seen pile of dog poo that a very inconsiderate owner left in the middle of 
the Glebe Field on Sunday 2 May. I’m also the photographer who is sick of seeing 
little black plastic bags of the stuff in all the beauty spots around the area. If you 
can be bothered to put it in a bag, please be bothered to take it the few steps to the 
dog litter bin and put it in!  The bins are the red ones that are placed at intervals 
around the area. If you are taking them out to decorate the village, please STOP! 
 
Jan - Editor 
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Riddle-me-ree.  Can you solve me? 

Answers on page 38 
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Around the Village - West Street 

From the Editor’s Photo Album  
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Harrietsham Community 
Speedwatch Group 
 

We’re back ... 
 
and what a long time it has been! 

We had our first session at the end of October but were immediately closed down 
as the country as a whole went into the second Covid19 lockdown. 
 
Only in April were we allowed by Kent Police to stand again by the A20 Ashford 
Road checking for speeding vehicles and to educate drivers to respect the speed 
limits, thereby making the main road safer for pedestrians and other users. 
 
A survey earlier this year by the Parish Council showed that the average speed 
on the Ashford Road (outside the rush-hours) is still over 35 mph - the level at 
which drivers would be prosecuted for speeding. 
 
Speed can be such an emotive issue – so many of the loudest voices seem to 
have an opinion on it.  However, the simple truth is that the faster you drive, the 
more difficult it is to avoid a serious collision.  Driving faster means less time 
available to slow down or stop.  A study has demonstrated that a 5% increase in 
average speed typically leads to a 10% increase in the number of crashes that 
cause injury and, worse still, to a 20% increase in the number of fatal crashes. 
 
If you agree that speeding in our village needs to be reduced, then come and join 
us – we are always looking for volunteers as the more there are, the greater the 
impact we can have.  Can you spare a few hours occasionally to help reduce 
speeding and improve road safety?  If so, do come and join the team! 
 
For more information, either visit www.kent.police.uk/speedwatch, contact chris-
roots@outlook.com or ring 01622 851885. 

Watch Out There’s a Scammer About! 
It used to be ‘ Watch Out there’s a Humphrey About’! It was a warning to everyone 
to take their milk in as soon as it was delivered because there was a thief around 
who was taking milk from the doorsteps! 
 

These days it’s the scammers we need to watch out for! Len Valley Practice just 
posted this one on Facebook…  ‘We have been notified by a patient of a potential 
scam from NHS 111, they go on to say that your account is overdue by £1000 and 
ask you to pay to avoid a fine. THIS IS A SCAM, NHS 111 is a free service and 
they WILL NOT ask for money‘. 
 

Numerous recent scams have been reported including some purporting to be HM 
Inland Revenue and Hermes.  
 

Please report fraud to Action Fraud the National Fraud and Cyber Crime Reporting 
Centre on 0300 123 2040 or online @  https://www.actionfraud.police.uk 

http://www.kent.police.uk/speedwatch
mailto:chris-roots@outlook.com
mailto:chris-roots@outlook.com
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Friends of St. John  

the Baptist’s Church 
Registered Charity No. 1090622 

Hopefully by the time this goes to print the Committee of the Friends of St. John’s 
will have held a committee meeting to discuss the way forward for fundraising. We 
still have not had an Annual General Meeting and that is something else we will 
have to address.  
 
If all goes to plan with the Road Map Step 4 on the 21 June, and we can finally get 
together, besides our monthly Soup Saturday and Ploughman’s lunches held in the 
church, we also hope to hold the Invicta Concert Band concert in September and 
also a quiz sometime. All subject to Covid restrictions being lifted, of course  

Sudoku Answers 

Easy      Hard 

100 Club Lottery Draw 

The result of the Fifty-fourth draw of the Friends 
of St John 100 Club made on 8 May 2021 at 
Little Hatch and drawn by Peter Brown in the 
presence of Michael Gear is as follows:- 

First prize £66.00 – number - 36 - Jon & Judy Bacon 
Second prize £39.60 – number 28 – Janice Brockwell 
Third prize £26.00 – number 95 – Pauline Harris 
 
A record 132 numbers were included in the draw giving a prize fund of £132. 
 
For further information and details of how to become a member of the 100 Club to 
help with the upkeep of our church, contract the Administrator, Chris Roots at 
100Club@FriendsofStJohn.org 
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Christian Message 
 
Years ago, during my first few weeks at secondary school I made friends with 4 
girls. The 5 of us became close friends. We have written to each other regularly 
over the years until one died last year. Long term friendship. 
 
I have another long term friend – Jesus. Some think that the way to  becoming a 
Christian means regular attendance at Church services, signing the electoral roll 
of a local church or helping to raise money to preserve ancient buildings. 
Becoming a Christian may lead to some of these things but primarily it is a 
response to Jesus invitation to follow him. 
 
Jesus calls us to be his friends.  In verses 14-17 of chapter 15 of St John’s Gospel 
we read his words, “you are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call 
you servants.......instead I have called you friends for everything I have learned 
from my Father I have made known to you.”  Why not check this out by reading 
the whole of chapter 15? 
 
And what a friend Jesus is! The lockdown has prevented us visiting each other’s 
homes but St John passes on a special invitation from this friend. “My Father’s 
house has plenty of room. I go to prepare a place for you.” This invitation has not 
been cancelled by the lockdown! 
 
What sort of a friend is Jesus? Well, he is flexible. He willingly changed his plans 
when he heard that the young daughter of a local leader was very ill.  He went to 
the house and healed her. When he met someone who was an outcast because 
he had leprosy he healed him and restored him to society. He forgave and 
forgives the sins of many. He washed the dirty feet of his disciples and 
commanded them to wash each other’s feet.   
 
I am still in touch with my school friends and I value their friend ship but Jesus is 
the best friend of all. There is an old song, “What a friend we have in Jesus.”   It 
encourages  us to pray and assures us that Jesus is faithful. “Can we find a friend 
so faithful, who will all our sorrows share?”   
 
Could there be a better friend? Why not find out more about him? Talk to a 
Christian and ask questions and don’t be afraid. Jesus said: “I will never turn away 
anyone who comes to me.”    (John 6:37).  
 
Joan Drury  (01622 853766) 
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West Street 2020 

West Street 2021 

Then and now…. Spot the 
difference? 
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Beating the Bounds in 2002 (as published in Network in 

April 2002} 
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 Top Tips  

from Harrietsham Gardening Society 

June has arrived and as the garden should be growing away well 
I thought it might be worth taking a different slant on gardening 
tips this month. Hopefully early (new) potatoes will be ready and 
some new carrots and peas. You may not be aware but potatoes 
were once valued as an aphrodisiac, at one time when first introduced to this 
country fetching around £300 per pound for that purpose. There’s clearly an added 
advantage for digging a few and celebrating the lockdown relaxations. Carrying a 
potato in your pocket was also widely held as a cure for rheumatism and rubbing 
one on warts was believed to lead to their demise. As for carrots these have a 
reputation for improving eyesight and relieving asthma. Spring onions and lettuce 
should be ready too. Onions have alternative uses, an early cure for toothache was 
apparently to wrap your big toe in a dried onion skin, whilst rubbing a sliced onion 
on your head was allegedly a cure for baldness. An onion held against your ear 
could allegedly cure earache and carrying a cut onion with you also kept witches 
away (and probably everyone else!) 
 

In ancient Egypt, lettuce was believed to be sacred to the fertility god Min and 
considered to be a powerful aphrodisiac. Mummy!! In Irish folklore, cabbages are 
supposed to reveal a lot about future spouses. Blindfolded girls were sent out in 
pairs to pull the first cabbage they could find. If there was a lot of earth attached to 
the root, they would marry into plenty of money but if there was only a little earth, 
they would be poor. The taste of the heart of the cabbage would reveal a lot about 
the future spouse's disposition - sweet or sour! 
 
Moving on, broad beans will need an eye kept on them to avoid blackfly. Pinching 
the tips out removes the succulent young growth which they feed upon. If you can, 
try and avoid a build-up of ants which ‘farm’ aphids by moving them from bean to 
bean so they can drink their milky honeydew. Don’t discard the bean pods because 
steeped in wine and vinegar they were alleged to be an excellent beauty treatment. 
Another money-saving tip. Don’t tell the Avon lady!  
  
Beetroot, or red beet as they are commonly known should be ready for pulling, 
cooking and using in salads this month. Aphrodite, the Greek Goddess of Love, 
was exquisitely beautiful and she attributed her romantic powers to eating beetroot. 
In fact, beetroot has many connections to affairs of the heart. In some parts of the 
country the belief persists to this day that if a man and a woman eat from the same 
beetroot, they will fall in love. (With each other, presumably). That’s something 
many of you can take advantage of, and I wish you every happiness as two hearts 
beet as one (read on, it can’t get any worse). In addition, women used to use 
beetroot as lipstick and rouge. Boiling eggs in water in which beetroot have been 
cooked produces bright red boiled eggs if you fancy a different colour at breakfast, 
or to limit consumption at a buffet. 
 
Your strawberries should be ready in abundance this month and as well as being 
delicious to eat they have other uses. The Romans used strawberries to lift the 
spirits and relieve bad breath as well as to treat a variety of digestive complaints. 
            
                    Cont’d overleaf  
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The next Issue of Network will be printed and delivered subject to Covid 
Guidelines and will also be available on our website on 1 July 2021 

  

www.harrietshamfishscheme.org  

Top Tips (cont’d from previous page) 

 
Strawberries also show up in European myths as a fertility-inducing and love-
producing fruit beloved of goddesses such as Venus and once again, Aphrodite. It 
was said the fruit of strawberry, when shared with another, would produce 
everlasting love. 
 
Moving on to flowers, sweet peas should be at their most colourful this month. 
Their fragrance is said to inspire loyalty and affection and giving someone a bunch 
means goodbye and thank you, in the nicest possible way. Lilies are spectacular 
plants, the Romans used to fill their pillows with them to get a good night’s sleep, 
so if you want to avoid a trip to Dunelm you now know what to do. 
 
Periwinkle is also known as Sorcerer’s violet and Cut finger from its use in treating 
wounds. Sir Francis Bacon believed binding its leaves around the leg would guard 
against cramp. It was also used as a remedy for boils, toothache, and nosebleeds 
in Oxfordshire, but too much can cause extremely low blood pressure. 
 
June is the month for roses. Aphrodite, the Goddess of Love, (she keeps cropping 
up doesn’t she? No wonder there have to be so many gooseberry bushes planted 
to explain away her influence) was seen as the creator of the rose. Apparently, 
Adonis, her lover, was mortally wounded when hunting by a wild boar. She 
hastened to his side and from the mixture of his blood and her tears grew a 
superb, fragrant, blood-red rose. As with all the opportunities and remedies 
described above, don’t try this at home even if you want a rose named after you, 
the NHS is still under pressure as it is. 
 
Happy gardening 

Riddle-me-ree. Answers 
 
1. Silence, 2. Incorrectly, 3. Yesterday, today and tomorrow, 
4. Are you dead? 5. His birthday is 29 Feb, 6. 120, 
7. Once, then taking from 90, 8. Boris Johnson, 
9. Green, 10. His horse was called Sunday,  
11. Stop imagining it, 12. 2nd, 13. He’s on foot,  
14. All of them, some have more, 15. Yolk is yellow 
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