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Harrietsham Network

759 MAIDSTONE 20 %
LANDSCAPES discount *

on production of this advert,

= & PROPERTY ¢ not 10 be used in
’ B re t t A r 0/& d confunction wﬁ}} :1:;; other
SERVICES Ltd PAVING Exp&nlspveu CAN TRUST
LANDSCAPING- Drives, Patios, Pathways, Brick/Stone Walls, Block/Stone Paving,
Tarmac, Decking, Fencing, Turfing, Ponds, Water Features, Garden Clearance,
Sheds/Summer & Play House Bases, Tree Surgery etc.

BUILDING WORKS- Extensions, Porches. Conservatories, Garages, Groundworks,
Roofing, PVC Windows, Doors, Soffits, Fascias, Floor/Wall Tiling, Decorating etc

FULLY INSURED/WORK GUARANTEED. VERY PROFESSIONAL/FRIENDLY SERVICE
Top Quality Materials/Workmanship from design to completion - FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01622 851222 Mob: 07786 07 01 07 :

E: maidstonelandscapes2009@live.co.uk

www.maidstonelandscapes.com

Member of the

Established: 1990 Director: M. Potter el o et

Unisex Hairdressers

Specialising in both Womens & Gents Hair.

Harrietsham Bespoke colouring and hair extensions.
Village Hall Call us on: 01622 858276

. : Online booking via our website:

www salonsixtytwo.com FB:
@salon62harrietsham
IG: salon_62_harrietsham
Relax House Beauty is available upstairs

62A West Street, Harrietsham ME171HU
07393 030 409




Harrietsham Fish Scheme Who’s Who

Fish Scheme-Helping Hands

Lift Organisers
Telephone 859352

Chairman
Treasurer

Secretary

Network Magazine
Editor

Editorial Team
Advertising Manager

Distribution Manager

Telephone 859310

Andrew & Felicity Rogers
Ridgedown, Marley Road, Harrietsham ME17 1AU
Email: andrew.rogers3@btinternet.com

Vacant

Steve Brown
Email: treasurer@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Nicola File

Nicola File
Email: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Amanda Ward, Denise Williams and Rod Martenstyn
Email: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Steve Brown
Email: adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Jackie Bevan
Faygate, Ashford Road, Lenham ME17 2DA

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org

Harrietsham Network is published by the Harrietsham Fish Scheme

Network Magazine August 2024 deadlines:-
Monday 1 July 2024 12 noon advertising and copy deadline for August Network.

In addition to printing the magazine and distributing it to all homes in the village,
Network is uploaded to our website by the 1st of each month.

Please send advertising contributions to adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.orqg

Please send copy to: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org.

Thank you.


http://www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
mailto:adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org
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Are YOU tired
of YOUR
Kitchen or Bathroom

Call us on 01622611959
sales@m-b+.co.uk
www.m-b-k.co.uk

Prowc members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matiers

LOCAL FIRM - FAMILY RUN
Showrooms in Coxheath,
Maidstone ME17 4PB

Free Design and Quotes
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Computer Help & Repair

Computer problems, slow PC or laptop? Why not
give your old device a boost? Give me a call.

| come to you, or drop it to me. Fast & friendly service
£20 per 2 hour (nin charge 1 noun
) Troubleshooting, repair, malware & virus removal, Wi-Fi, networking
Device setup, data transfer, SSD upgrade, supply new & refurbished kit

PC & Mac, upgrades, maintenance, mobile & tablet setup + much more

((;)a%aék;ngo 55 22 Lenham based 40

Email: mark@mscompserv.com No Call-Out Fee Years inIT

JIB Approved Gold Ca
City & Guilds Part ‘A’
Part P

umer Ur

Friendly Reliable Service
Call John: 07506 100 518
mail: jo tric

TN

HAPPY BARKERS

DOG WALKING
— SERVICE —

Whatever your dog’s
needs:
walking, home boarding
or day-care we can help

Maidstone &
Surrounding Areas
Member of the Professional Dog
Walkers Association
Member of Assoc. of Dog
Boarders, DBS checked, First
Aid accredited fully insured
Full 5* Licence with MB(
No:20 / 02356 / ANEST

Vol '» "‘* "ol

www.happybarkers.com
07738 227 574
happybarkersdogwalking@
hotmail.com

www.happybarkers.com

absolute

creative print

MAIDSTONE

DESIGN.

PRINT.
DISPLAY.

01622 755 522
ABSOLUTECP.CO.UK

9-10 Starnes Court
Union St, Maidstone
ME|4 |EB
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AW.COURT

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE
COMMUNITY SINCE 1965

Email - enquiries@awcourt.com
Website — www aweourtcom

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors,
serving the local community with compassion and the
highest standards of service and professionalism.
With our 24-hour emergency service,
we are only a telephone call away.

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly

with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who

will be there to help, support and guide you through
the whole of the funeral process.

Colden Charte_r ‘g

Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent, ME17 2AP.
01622 850840

AW. Court is a Trading Division of Wost & Cos Limied,
602 Razham Road Soush, Dagenhors Essex RM10 8YP.

W}&Ywm- Your local
—/Pest Control
— Company
For all your needs:
Rats, Mice, Wasps
Crawling Insects,
Contracts available
RSPH Levels 1&2
Tel John 07732186023
northdownsandweald@gmail.com
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ALAN GRIFFITHS
GREENER GARDENS
Gardens beautifully
maintained,
herbaceous borders,
shrubs
and lawns.

Tel: 07748 278291

or email
alan-griffiths2010@hotmail.co.uk

HARRIETSHAM SOCIAL CLUB

34 West Street (above the post office)

Monday - Saturday evenings
Licensed bar + snooker, pool & darts

Information: phone: Jed 07759871198
email: harrietshamclub@gmail.com
web page: https://harrietshamsocialclub.co.uk

Or just pop-in (Friday/Saturdays are best)

We welcome guests & new membership applications

Thorneloe&Co &
By

Solicitors
Now part of Halett & Co

Based in Lenham, we provide a friendly, high quality, personal service
tailored to your specific needs

* Wills * Agriculture

¢ Trusts and Estate Admimistration ¢ Commercial Property

# Lasting Powers of Altorney *Buying or Selling a Business

¢ Family Law * Business Contracts / Finance
¢ Buying and Selling Your Home ¢ Employment Law

* Court of Protection * Dispute Resolution / Property
* Personal [njury Litigation

01622 859 416

lenham@halletandco.co.uk

www.thorneloe.co.uk




Message From the Editor

The Friends of the Church of St John the Baptist are holding a Jazz evening on
Saturday 6 July from 7:30pm (Door open at 7pm) with Dr Jazz and Liz Falvey at the
church in Harrietsham — see advert on page 19.

Dr Jazz are a traditional jazz band and they described themselves as “a 7-piece
traditional jazz band that appeals to young and old alike in the theme of Humphrey
Lyttleton.” They are “Kent’s premier jazz band” and have played a regular gig at the
Duke of Wellington in Ryarsh for several years.

Tickets are £12 for adult and £6 for children, and include canapes, cheese and
wine. It promises to be a very special evening.

This month | am very happy to say we have a cover photo by Eric Vaughan taken
recently at Harrietsham Village Hall. Thanks Eric!

Please remember to email any photographs, articles of interest about Harrietsham,
or anything else that could be considered for inclusion to:

E-mail: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org

Whilst every effort has been made to include as wide a variety of information as
possible, the editor reserves the right not to publish, or to edit, any item. The
editor’s decision is final. Responsibility for the information and views set out in
articles and notices in this publication lies entirely with the authors.

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and not necessatrily those of
the officers or committee of the Fish Scheme.

The publication of an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement. No

reproduction allowed in any form without written consent. No flyers or inserts to be
sent to the printers for inclusion in the magazine direct or without the editor’s prior

4&(@:@9@
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Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls Club

Well, here we are, another month has gone by which included visits to
Ham Street SMBC and Hothfield SMBC. This was our first visit to Ham
Street for a friendly game and that was exactly what it was. This was
one of our longest trips to play a friendly match, and after almost driving past the
Village Hall, we were warmly welcomed by a group of enthusiastic club members.
You could say that with three mats down in the hall it was a little cramped, but that
did not spoil the enjoyment of a good competitive game played in a friendly
atmosphere. We left Ham Street feeling that we had played well and had enjoyed
the evening even though we had lost the match. We now look forward to Ham
Street visiting us in June.

Apparently, the visit to Hothfield SMBC was very much the same, | heard from
fellow members that this was also a good evening, played in particularly good
company The only difference being that we managed to win the match having won
three games and only losing one. There was also some mention of "sausage rolls"
that were so good one of our unnamed members ate three.

One benefit that came from our visit to Ham Street was an invitation to take part in
the three wood summer pairs league that they organise, which we were happy to
accept, giving Harrietsham more games against different clubs to look forward too.

Keep safe and keep bowling.

Phil Gooda - Harrietsham SMBC Chairman/Secretary

Harrietsham Ladies Group

We were taken down Memory Lane at our June meeting with a wonderful talk and
film clips from the ‘Fabulous 50’s’. The evening covered every subject from royalty
to rock and roll, radio shows to fashion and how the country was re built after the
war years. Who knew that Leicester was the most prosperous town at the time due
to the nylon stocking factories! This was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and | think
many of us felt quite emotional.

There will be no meeting this month as we have decided to go out to lunch in
Ashford and in August we will be having our Summer BBQ

Elizabeth Welchman - Chairman
01622 850735



Harrietsham Lawn Tennis Club
Est. 1924

2024 Centenary Year - July Update

Our Centenary Celebration plans are coming together - see our website for the
latest details.

Centenary Celebration Day - Saturday August 17th from 2-4pm. Please put the
date in your diary to join us in marking this special achievement. This will be a
FREE event with a Bouncy Castle plus fun & games for all the family.

Free coaching for children during the School holidays - spaces still available
for the Hotshotz Summer Camp on August 13 & 14th - last few places to fill!

If Wimbledon has inspired you to play some grass court tennis why not make use
of our Special Centenary Subscription rate for families — only £5 for the whole
season- do get in touch if you are interested.

Families are very welcome to come along and give grass court tennis a try anytime
— just turn up, all equipment can be provided. Normal playing times for Members
from 2pm on Sundays and with Club evenings on Tuesdays & Thursdays from
5pm. If you wish to play at any other time please get in touch to discuss your
requirements.

For further details please ring Andrew on 859352 or visit our website
harrietshamlawntennisclub.weebly.com

Andrew Rogers - Tennis Club Chairman
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Harrietsham Gardening Society &
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Members did something different at our May meeting, they had a go %:?}Qkﬁ
at chipping snowdrop bulbs. This wasn’t anything to do with creating # i
yet another strange dish, as promoted by many TV Chefs/presenters
as they are probably poisonous, but rather propagating special, or indeed ordinary
snowdrop bulbs by ‘chipping’ rather than the traditional method of ‘planting in the
green’. The latter involves digging up bulbs when the green foliage is still present,
dividing up the clumps and replanting.

‘Chipping’, as demonstrated by Carolyn Millen and her daughter Julie of Spring
Platt Snowdrops, where they have over 400 varieties — see their website -
involves digging up bulbs when the foliage has died down at the end of May and
under sterile conditions dividing each bulb into about 12 pieces, which are then
placed in vermiculite and should show roots in about 12 weeks. They can then be
potted on until they flower in their third year. Hence this is a very effective way of
reproducing rare or expensive bulbs. Each of our members was given a bulb and
the necessary items to do the works and a very quiet, intense half hour followed as
everyone concentrated on doing the job!

Everyone agreed it was great fun, an exceptionally interesting evening and
members could buy their finished efforts to take home.

On a less buoyant note sadly our numbers have been much depleted since Covid
19:

Sixty happy gardeners
Planting in rain and sun
Along came Covid 19
And now we’re down to 21

We have been brainstorming what could have happened. Reasons put forward
include:

e We can't actually count

We have provided the wrong dates, times and locations for our meetings

People are late as they obey the new 20mph limits

The seats are even harder

People have fallen over the uncollected bins which litter the footpaths for

days on end

e They have been designing the architectural sculpture which now adorns the
A20 near the caravan business

e We had double vision which was cured by Covid

o No-one’s realised the raffle prizes are actually now still in date

e Potential members have been abducted by aliens or a witch since
Halloween took over from Bonfire night

e They have been scrumping in the Community orchard (who knows where
that is?) and are lost in the brambles and long grass either there or in Teers
meadow. Similarly they will be wandering in the verges if the proposed
rewilding goes ahead.

10



On a serious note the size of gardens has declined greatly over the years with the
pressure of squeezing as many dwellings as possible into areas designated for
development with inadequate parking provision from the outset. However, even
the smallest area can be made decorative or productive. For example, nearly all
the herbs you need can be grown in a few pots outside, runner beans up a fence,
a dry garden in an old sink etc., It’'s sad that only 3 of the allotment holders come
to the Gardening club!

Mentioning allotments reminds me of the two old allotmenteers, Fred and Harry,
who had looked after their adjacent plots for years and years. Sadly poor old Harry
died and Fred was so upset his old mate had gone. However, one night Fred had
a dream and his old friend Harry was telling him the good news that there were
indeed allotments up in heaven. That’s brilliant news said Fred. Ah yes, but the
bad news is you’re down to weed the carrots next Friday replied Harry.

We would really welcome some new members to come along, learn new skills and
join in the fun.

Dates and topics are always in Network and advertised in the Harrietshamites site
on Facebook so hopefully we'll see you at the next meeting.

Kevin Harlock

Quiz Corner

Round 9

What part of your body is affected by Rhinitis?

Who played the role of James Bond in @ The Living Daylights’?
Which city in Israel gives its name to a type of orange?

In what sport is a 'Planting Box’ used?

Who wrote the book, 'Gulliver's Travels’?

Which Frank Sinatra song is banned in many U.S. hospitals?
To which London Gentlemen’s club did Phileas Fogg belong?
Which two countries share the World’s longest land border?

In which city would you find ‘The Spanish Riding School’?

0. Erik Weisz is better known as who?

20N A WN=

Answers on page 35
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Countryways Quilters and Stitchers

Last month we started making signature blocks to be attached to our finished
quilts. These would record your signature and date the quilt was made. Also if it
was a gift say for a wedding then those details also would be recorded. A
wonderful addition if it will become a family heirloom.

So in July we will be finishing these quilt blocks. We will also try our hand at
making silk ribbon flowers that can then be used on our “slow stitching” pieces next
month. We'll also read up on embroidery stitches and how to use in our slow
stitching. So bring along a piece of scrap and some silks to practice stitches.

We meet this month on 2 and 16 July | do hope you’ll come join us and try your
hand at something new or just enjoy the company, have a chat and a cup of tea.
An enjoyable way to spend an afternoon

We have our meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of every month except
December and would love to see you.

We meet usually in the Osbourne room in the Lenham Community Centre from
1:30 to 4:30.

If you would like more information on our group or would like a copy of our 2024
Program please contact me, Pamela Gillard at 01233 877453 or e-mail
moonbeamspinner@gmail.com

Pamela Gillard

Help Needed

The Fish Scheme delivers a magazine to every household and business in the
village.

We are so grateful to all those who make this possible.

| need just one more volunteer to deliver 59 magazines to BLUEBELL WALK on
the A20.

It takes no more than an hour. It would be ideal if a resident from Bluebell Walk
could do this, but not a necessity.

Please get in touch if you think you can help.

Jackie Bevan - Distribution Manager
01622 859310

12
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Harrietsham Computers

+ Computer problems? +Virus attack?
+ Need an upgrade, repair or new machine?
+ Want help with networking,
wireless networks,
or broadband?

+ Machine running slowly?

Or just want help to get the best
out of your computer?

For local, friendly, experienced help and advice, call
Mike Cuerden on 01622 859442 or 07963 020092

For personal
attention to
detail...

Orchids

Fine Food For All Occasions
We can help organise:
Business Lunches - Dinner Parties - Funerals
Cocktail Parties - Receptions & Buffets

Sharon Prior  Meiie st souos

www.orchidsoccasions.co.uk

Hollingbourne based
01622 880958 or 07895 645318

R&P
Aerial Service

Telephone:

01622 631717 or
07806 912 345

Email:
rpaerialservices@gmail.com

« X
L™ Aerials

) Digital Freeview
FM Radio
DAB Radio

Satellite

Freesat
Sky HD

TV Wall
Mounting
From a standard install
to hidden cables
Free initial visit
Installation and service
of all types of digital TV

and radio reception

peterchimneysweep@gmail.com

ICS Member Fully Insered

Power Sweeping

TO PLACE
AN
ADVERT
IN THIS SPACE
CALL
STEVE BROWN
01622 858147

We are a family run
business
established in 1970

Call for free advice
and free estimates

& TAXI SERVICE

(VILLAGE CARS)

TraveL wiTH CoMFoORT

| Serving Maidstone & Kent Areas

@01622 695695
L 07404409527
Bvillagecarskent@gmail.com

& www.villagecarskent.co.uk

Business ~ Wedding ~ AirPort Transfer
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Harrietsham History Society

On June 3, 2024, Percival’s Rest hosted an enlightening talk on D-Day .*\
by renowned historian Steve Hookins. Commemorating the 80th
anniversary of this pivotal World War Il operation, the event drew a
large group of members and visitors, eager to deepen their understanding of this
historic moment.

Steve Hookins  delivered a
captivating presentation, weaving
together stories, historical facts,
and photographs to bring the |
events of 6 June 1944, to life. His
engaging storytelling highlighted
the bravery and sacrifices of the
soldiers involved, moving the
audience with anecdotes and
lesser-known tales of heroism. The
success of the event was evident in

the lively  discussions  and
numerous questions that followed |
the talk. B

The Harrietsham Historical Society extends heartfelt thanks to Steve Hookins for
his inspiring presentation and to everyone who attended.

Costs
e Membership - £15 per annum
e Meetings - £2 Members or £3 guests

Looking ahead, we are excited to share some details on the topics for our
upcoming meetings:

Saturday 15 June 2024
e D-Day - Big Lunch
e Glebe Field @ 12
Friday 20 September 2024
e Doodle Bugs and Rockets — Bob Ogley
e Ambrose Hall, Village Hall @ 1900
Friday 8 November 2024
e Elizabeth Baryon “The Holy Maid of Kent” — Melanie Gibson-Barton
e Ambrose Hall, Village Hall @ 1400

**Books for Sale at Percival's Rest**
Book 1 - Harrietsham — Old Photographs and Postcards - £10

Book 2 - The Lost Lives of Harrietsham 1914 — 1918 - £10
Harrietsham Times 1914 — 1918 — A Collection of News Articles - £5

14



TO PLACE

ADVERTS

IN THIS SPACE

CALL

STEVE BROWN

01622 858147

July 2024

Would you love a great lawn?

Lawn renovations & new lawns
Weed, moss & nutrient treatments
Aeration, scarifying, over-seeding

Wildflower & clover enriched lawns

Your local, non-franchise lawn experts -
request your FREE online estimate now

www.thelawntransformers.co.uk
01622 535767 07894 107876
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Harrietsham Network

A community space
- open to all!

NOTE OUR NEW VENUE

The Primary School in West Street
Every Monday from 9:30am to 11am
including Bank Holidays

Do you want a place to meet for a cuppa, a biscuit
and a chat? Or perhaps you want some help or advice.

The Culpepper Charity welcomes anyone in our
community to get together - whether that’s with existing
friends, an opportunity to meet new ones, just a quiet
space fo read, or play board games/cards. There will
also be colouring for kidss.

Refreshments (coffee, tea, squash, biscuits) will be
offered free of charge at the Primary School for the benefit
of all our Harrietsham residents.




Borough Council Corner

We are pleased that we have all been working as a team to cover the new Ward.
Tom continues his one-man surveillance to spot potholes and other issues that
deserve attention, which he escalates on all of our behalf.

Unfortunately though, the majority of our work in the last month has been trying to
sort out missed and non-collection of bins. We hope that by the time this goes to
print that the situation is a lot better for residents. Road closures and the numerous
works at M20 J5, A249, B2163 etc have not helped the crews be as efficient as
they’d like, so please give them a friendly smile and wave — we all want the same
outcome.

An enlarged Ward comes with more work and also more local events that we are
keen to attend and be involved with. The recent Lenham showcase is a case in
point a fantastic day and attended by so many of the village.

We hope that Hollingbourne’s and Harrietsham’s events in June will also be as
successful.

We have encouraged KCC to do what's possible to reduce the duration of roads
closed for Utility works (something that utility have rights to do, under Statute), as
well as overhanging foliage, damaged signs as well as school transport.

We have also helped residents to resolve housing and schooling issues, one of the
most rewarding parts of our duties, and with planning related issues.

During June, the Council will announce its intended Programme of Works over the
next 4 years, which we’ll look forward to sharing with you.

If you need us, here’s how to get in touch

Your independent councillors for Harrietsham Lenham & North Downs Ward
Clir Kathy Cox kcox.mbc@gmail.com 07724021659

ClIr Janetta Sams janettasamscllr@gmail.com

Cllir Tom Sams tomsamscllr7@gmail.com

01622 859412/07891901831

www.hl-nd.co.uk = ]
Harrietsham In Bloom T Mo

I -
The summer bedding is now in place and looking good. Ourthanks to = o

the suppliers, Bruge Nursery, the volunteers who planted them and to Guy who
kindly drove his van to Ash, nr Canterbury, to collect them. We are very grateful to
them all.

If you have time to help as a volunteer we would love you to join our small group.
Please contact Andrew Rogers (Chair) for further details on 01622 859352.

Audrey Joy MBE
17
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Bespoke Garden Buildings, Made to Order, Individually
designed and tailored to your needs. Whetheritis a
small tool-store or a large garden room with bi-fold
doors, insulated and clad or plaster board finish; we can
accommodate your every need.

Come and see our new indoor display
New Shelve Farm, Ashford Road Lenham Maidstone Kent ME17 2DS
T: 01622 880031 E: enquire@shedsandshelters.co.uk

TO PLACE
AN
ADVERT
IN THIS SPACE
CALL
STEVE BROWN
01622 858147

Andrew French Fencing 01622 435799

Fencing, Gates, Decking and 07788 971584

Pergolos

frenchandrewp@five.com  www.andrewfrenchfencing.com

Your local Borough Councillors
If we can help with matters relating to
the Borough, please contact us on
01622859412 or
07891901831/07496105588
tomsamscllr7@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES
FOR
HARRIETSHAM NETWORK
Black & White
1 box £6.00 per month
2 boxes £12.00 per month
4 boxes £20.00 per month
Half page  £28.00 per month
Whole page £40.00 per month
Colour

1 box £7.00 per month
2 boxes £14.00 per month
4 boxes £28.00 per month
Half page  £42.00 per month

Whole page £75.00 per month

TOM & JANETTA SAMS

Reporting online
is quick and
easy. You can
do it through
your smartphone
at your
convenience

www.kent.police.uk/ro/report



http://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report

July 2024

The Friends of the Church of St John the Baptist

friendsofstjohnharr@outlook.co ‘
Chris Roots 01622 851 885 "

&
Audrey Joy 01622 850 806 (

Proeceds to go towards the uplceep of our loeal Grade | ehureh
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Local Directory A-Ha

Art Classes (Drawing/Painting Improvers)
Tutor - Amanda Thesiger Kent Adult Education
Beaver Scouts

Leader Ann Seales

Bell Ringers

Captain Ken Leach
Captain Graham Cuthbert

Bible Reading Fellowship
Co-ordinator
Booth and Baldwin Charity

Mrs J Bevan

Secretary

Brownie Guides

Brown Owl Louise Ayres
Community Support

PCSO John Boyd

Conservative Association
Faversham Office
Countryways Quilters

And Stitchers

Craft and Chat/Crafternoon/

Pamela Gillard

Knit Crochet and Natter Hazel Roots
Cricket Club

Chairman Mr A Hubble
Cub Scouts

Leader Mrs A Seales
Explorer Scouts

Leader Mark Horlock

Friends of St. John the Baptist Church
Chairperson Audrey Joy
Gardening Society

Chairman Mr David Oversby

Girl Guides

Leader Andrea French

Golf — Bill’s Round for Charity

Secretary Mr T Grimes

Harrietsham Academy of Ballet

Organiser Deborah Nankivell

Harrietsham History Society

Chairman Mr M Avis

Harrietsham in Bloom

Chairman Mr A Rogers

Harrietsham Preschool Mrs Florence Sealy
Charlee Guy

20

amanda.thesiger@cls.education

01622 859829

01622 851173
01795 886365

01622 859310

boothandbaldwin@hotmail.co.uk

07590 037693

101

01622 758053

01233 877453

01622 851885

01622 859692

01622 859829

07789 226516

01622 850806

01622 859674

07901 667018

01622 850632

07775716714

chairmanhhs@gmail.com

01622 859352
07458 915213



Local Directory Ha-Z

Harrietsham Social Club

Secretary Jed Stone
Harrietsham Ladies Group

(formerly Wives Group) Gill Whent

Health Walks

Organiser Ms M Darby
Helpers

Chairman Mr T Sams
Karate Club

Organiser Mr Lewin Tuckwell

Kent Messenger
“Your Local Pages”

Village correspondent

Charlotte Lingard

Lenham and Harrietsham Youth Hub

Contact

Liberal Democrat Assoc.

Katie at KCC
Mr David Naghi

Parish Warden Mr M Sherwood
PTFA (Harrietsham School)

Chairman Vikki Beck
Rainbows

Leader Kate Davies
Scouts

Group leader Mr E Seales
Leader Mr N Still
Short Mat Bowls

Chairman Phil Gooda
Tai Chi Class Angela Akast
Tennis Club

Chairman Mr A Rogers

The Lenham School
Head of School
Ulcombe Preschool
Chairperson

Village Hall

Yoga

Mr Chris Foreman
Helen Leat
Booking Clerk

Helen Kacperek
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07759 8771198/whipacres2@gmail.com
01622 859426
01622 850657
01622 859412

07812 089304

miss_lingard@hotmail.com

01622 755044
07970 626829
warden@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk

harrietshamptfa@gmail.com
07971254029/beaukate@btinternet.com

859829
880139

01622851217/p.gooda@btinternet.com
07754454030/akast.a@btopenworld.com

859352
858267

07511657828/
ulcombepreschool@live.co.uk

07393 030409
bookingclerkhvh@outlook.com
07762761905/helenpurpleyoga@gmail.com



Roofing repairs
Ridge and hips checked
Moss cleaned off roofs

Gutters and window
frames cleaned

Chimneys re-pointed

D FLISHER ROOFING

Free winter check on roofs

Lond)

local & trusted locksmith
» Emergency locksmith services
» UPVC window & door repair specialist
¢ Lock changes and security upgrades
» Emergency burglary repairs
¢ Misted window replacement
¢ Doors and windows that won't open or close
+ General Maintenance

Contact us today for a free no obligation quote

01622 858147

Call Dave for a quote: - : : :
. | T:01622 535460 £ mike.wright@lockfit.co.uk
01622 850659
or Checkatrade DBS _
07941 324286
TO PLACE SR /:./Z';/u-oa_p
AN Painting" & Decorating Scrvices
ADVERT Quality Decorating at a fair & competitive price
IN THIS SPACE Dulux approved
CALL Qver 30 years expenence
Fully insured & references available
STEVE BROWN Tel: 01622 737225 Mobile: 07816 149502

www.sr-interiors.com  email: info@sr-interiors.com

Headoedh 1 . 7
Paintex & Decorator
NO JOBTOO SMAL L

Intenor & Extenor Work
undertakon at very
competitive pnioes

T: 07729 371395

E: seanheadechi@hotmail.com

R J MOSS LTD

Domestic / Commercial / Interior / Exterior
Painting & Decorating — Wallpapering — Property Maintenance

>

A reliable & friendly service and a job to be proud of with over 20 years experience

CALL RICHARD FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
TEL: 01795 480647 MOBILE: 07974 815124
EMAIL: rjmossitd@sky.com

WEB: www.rjmossitd.co.uk
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Len Valley Benefice
July 24

Everybody is welcome

‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his
field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.’

Matthew 13:31-32

Wednesday 3 July

9.30am Lenham: Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00am Harrietsham: Chippendayle

Sunday 7 July

9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion (BCP)

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church

9.30am Harrietsham: Family friendly Morning Worship
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Sunday 14 July

9.30am Harrietsham: Holy Communion
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church

11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

11.00am Ulcombe: Holy Communion with baptism
6.30pm Boughton Malherbe: Choral Evensong

Sunday 21 July
8.00am Lenham: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham: Holy Communion
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church

11.00am Ulcombe: Holy Communion

11.00am Lenham: Morning Worship

Sunday 28 July
11.00am Benefice Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Lenham
‘l am the resurrection and the life’
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Wellbeing  *
“  Community
Group

Do you wish to lead a more contented life? -
“ag»Come and join us as we share, explore and learn
simple techniques to improve our wellbeing in

this busy world!
Tuesdays 7pm \l‘
’ Starting April 2024
Lenham

If interested please contact:
wellbeingcg@outlook.com
07952 594655

\_

| .A Please'hote: places are limit{'
! ’ /
Ng 4 |
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The Friends of the Church
of St John the Bapitist,
Harrietsham

Registered Charity No. 1090622

Ploughman’s Platterday

We are planning our next Ploughman’s Platterday on Saturday 13 July 2024
between 12 noon and 2pm. Come along and enjoy lunch and meet people in the
church for only £5, no preparation or washing up involved! Everyone is welcome.
Tea, coffee, and biscuits will also be available at 50p extra.

100 Club Lottery Results

The results of the Ninetieth Draw of the Friends of St John 100 Club, drawn on 11
May 2024 by various diners at Soup Saturday under the supervision of Helen
Hubble (Independent Adjudicator) and Chris Roots (Promoter) are:

First prize £81.00 — number 71 — Mrs Christine Wood,;

Second prize £48.60 — number 23 — Carole Bell;

Third prize £32.40 — number 157 — Kevin Harlock

There were 162 numbers included in the draw giving a prize fund of £162.

Future Events

Dates for your diary — don’t forget our Ploughman’s Platter on Saturday 13 July.
We have a fundraising concert from Dr Jazz with Lyn Falvey on Saturday 6 July
(£12 ticket, children £6, available from Chris Roots — 01622 851 885 or Audrey Joy
— 01622 850 806), and the Invicta Concert Band on Saturday 21 September. We
will also be setting up a Bingo evening in October, so please watch this space.

If you would like further information or an application form to join either the 100
Club or as a Friend, write to Chris Roots at friendsofstjohnharr@outlook.com or
phone 851 885.

We wish everyone sunshine for the forthcoming summer! Please do come along
and support us, all proceeds go towards the upkeep of our lovely church.

Valerie Brown - Secretary
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Local Churches

Parish Church of St John the
Baptist

Vicar: Revd. John Huggins
01622 850280 vicar@lvb.org.uk
(Day off: Wednesday)

Assisting priests:

Revd. Millie Hart 01622 297296
revmilliehart@lvb.org.uk
Readers:

Pamela Cuerden 01622 859442
pamela@lvb.org.uk

Benefice Office:

Sarah Hills 01622 850604
churchOffice@lvb.org.uk

For details of services see p.23

United Reformed Church
Week Street, Maidstone

Minister: Rev Andrew Royal
Sunday Service at 10.30am with cre-
che. No evening service.

01622 686053
maidstoneurcoffice@talktalk.net

Baptist Church

Knightrider Street, Maidstone
Minister: Bill Miller

Office: 01622 686013

Sunday Services at 10.30am with cre-
che, and at 6.30pm
www.maidstonebaptist.net

Bearsted and Thurnham Meth-

odist Church

Bearsted (next to Station)
Minister: Revd. Robert Zachar
117 Crossways

Sittingbourne

ME10 4RN

01795 422573

Sunday Service 10.30am

Church of the Good Shepherd
Roman Catholic Church
Rectory Lane, off East Street,
Harrietsham

Parish Priest: Fr Geoffrey Pointer
Deacon: Rev Cyril Durbin 736100
Mass every Sunday at 8.45am and
Wednesday at 10.00am

Holydays Mass 7pm

St Peter’s Roman Catholic
Church

Button Lane, Bearsted 736100
Confessions, Saturday 5 — 5.30pm
Saturday Evening Mass 6pm

Sunday Mass 10.30am

Weekday Mass generally

Monday and Tuesday 7pm and Friday
10am

Holydays Mass 10am and 8pm

Pathways Church, Maidstone

1% and 3" Sundays of each month at
10.30am in Lenham Community Centre.
Wednesday evenings in homes in Len-
ham and Harrietsham.

Church leaders: Ben and Kaat Doggett
info@pathwayschurch.org.uk
www.pathwayschurch.org.uk

For all church services please see
information on page 23 or contact your
own church for up to date information.
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Public Services and Emergencies Directory

Doctors’ Surgery (Lenham and Harrietsham ) 01622 858341
Dentist, Lenham 01622 858204
Dentaline (out of hours emergency treatment) 01634 890300
Saxon Warrior Pharmacy 01622 858287
Hospitals:
Maidstone ME16 9QQ 01622 729000
The Tunbridge Wells Hospital, Pembury, TN2 4QJ 01892 823535
William Harvey Hospital, Ashford 01233 633331
Councils:
MP - Helen Whately 01622 758053
Kent County Council 03000 414141
Maidstone Borough Council - all departments 01622 602000
Harrietsham Parish Council - Parish Clerk 01622 850089
Police:
Emergencies only 999
Non emergencies 101
Samaritans, 48 Grecian Street, Maidstone 01622 674444
Citizens Advice Bureau, 2 Bower Terrace, Maidstone 0808 2505704
Childline 0800 1111
KCC Children’s Social Services 03000 411111
KCC Adult Social Services 03000 416161
- [
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AW. AUTOREPAIRS - S. L. MOTORS

We are an independent business offering reliable
motor repairs and servicing

We provide
the highest standard of service which includes:

« a printed estimate before we start any job, using only
parts of equivalent quality to those originally fitted

«“a complete record of all jobs carried out and advice on
work.which may shortly become necessary

SERVICING & MECHANICAL REPAIRS
* BODYWORK | WELDING
COMPUTER TUNING | PARTS SALES
PRIVATE CARS | LIGHT COMMERCIALS
FREE ESTIMATES | FREE DELIVERY
MoTs & MoT If you think we can help
PREPARATION you're welcome to call in or phone

UNIT 4, HARRIETSHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
STATION ROAD, HARRIETSHAM

Tel: 01622 859580
L.T. SECURITY & ELECTRICAL SERVICES An inc tepe ndent, hl”l“f run l'uxm( 5§
LOCAL HARRIETSHAM SOLE TRADER 5(7 u,/,/ Y | 017 ‘, (.
Over 35 qualified years experienced in Security & Electrical work. (a2 v¢ b 3’ /
Experienced in working in Domestic and small commercial Cleaning Company  Est. 2004
properties. »
Existing Alarm systems maintained/serviced. AMermberof the Association of Approved Oven Cleaners
All small Electrical work undertaken from a replacement light s’ngle oven from 45,00
switch, fitting your new lights and sockets. '
No job too small. I Small oven/grill £23.00
Very reliable and trustworthy with a friendly personal approach.
Experienced carrying out work for the elderly. Combi/micro £29.00
c: LeeTerry Hobs trom £16.00 Extractors from £17.00
Prices subject to change - Minimum charge £35.00

e: leeterryd@googlemail.com t:07971 552663 Agas/Raybums Ranges priced accordingly
We do not carry out Cold Calling

Oven cleaning specialist for your oven,
removing fat, grease and burnt on carbon.

STO N E B R l D G E AC C O U N T I N G {ony castic fiee clsaning materials used in your home)

ACCOUNTS AND TAX SUPPORT 01233 634993 / 07903 819906
www.ovengleam.co.uk
FOR THE SELF EMPLOYED AND SMALL BUSINESS Puﬂheqhambackinyourovenl“
oS Cheekatggle’m
el: 01622 851542 - CELEBRATING THE 20™ ANNIVERSARY

OF OUR FAMILY RUN OVEN CLEANING
01233 840373 SRR e
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July 2024 Diary

Abbreviations:

HVH = Harrietsham Village Hall LCC = Lenham Community Centre

Mon 1 9.45am Purple Yoga HVH
Mon 1 2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Mon 3 2pm Knit, Crochet and Natter HVH
Wed 3 7.30pm Harrietsham Ladies Group Scout Hut
Thurs 4 7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Fri 5 10.00am Ladies Group Coffee Morning HVH
Mon 8 9.45am Purple Yoga HVH
Mon 8 2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Wed 10 1.30pm Craft and Chat LCC
Thurs 11 7.30pm Lenham WI LCC
Thurs 11 7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Fri 12 10.00am Ladies Group Coffee Morning  HVH
Fri 12 7.30pm Lenham Film Club LCC
Sat 13 12pm Ploughman’s Platter Dat St John’s
Mon 15 9.45am Purple Yoga HVH
Mon 15 2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Mon 15 2pm Knit, Crochet and Natter HVH
Tues 16 7pm Harrietsham Gardening Society HVH
Thurs 18 7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Fri 19 10.00am Ladies Group Coffee Morning HVH
Mon 22 9.45am Purple Yoga HVH
Mon 22 2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Thurs 25 7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH
Fri 26 10.00am Ladies Group Coffee Morning HVH
Sat 27 1.30pm Craft and Chat LCC
Mon 29 9.45am Purple Yoga HVH
Mon 29 2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls HVH

M Tu w Th F Sa Su

® | =
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w
I
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»
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10 11 12 13 14

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
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Are you worrying about how to heat your home?
Are your debts mounting up?
Can | afford to pay my rent or my mortgage?
Does your money not go as far as it used to?

Do you have little or no savings?

If the answer to any of these questions is “yes” then
the Culpepper Charity may be able to help.

Founded in the seventeenth century, the Culpepper
Charity was created to help those people of
Harrietsham with financial needs. It has been
dormant for a long time which may be why you
haven’t heard of it.

However, the Charity has limited funds available to
provide monetary assistance to those people of
Harrietsham who are worried about how they will pay
all their bills. The Trustees believe that in the current
financial crisis the Charity needs to be back in the limelight to help the people
of Harrietsham.

If you are claiming benefits of any kind, or even if you are not, and want
further help with your family finances, do write to us explaining how you are in
need and requesting a Grant claim form to be sent

to you.

We are at either: Culpepper.Charity@outlook.com
or to: The Culpepper Charity

C/o The Church Office

Harrietsham Village Hall

Church Road

Harrietsham

Kent

ME17 1AP

We cannot guarantee to provide every applicant with money, but we do hope
to help those with most need.
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YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION £25.00, GREEN FEE £4.00 WITH
TEA/COFFEE AND BISCUIT
CONTACT = PHIL 07484878327, RON 07771633561

Pest Control Services

TO PLACE
Wasps Rats Mice
Bee Swarms
Discreet and Prompt
Same Day Service
Prices start from £50
Contact A. Pink
01622 884774
07761559744

ADVERTS
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IN THIS SPACE g
Family
owned

Local w
Company
Affordable lawn care
Moss Control
Searification
Weed Control

Fertilisation

CALL

STEVE BROWN

0781087 6440/01622 858861
Email: lakelandsllc@gmail.com

18 yrs Experience
Cheaper than DIY
Allyear round lavm care

01622 858147

PAYG no contract

Eagy way to a great faun’
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Call for a free no obligation quote

July 2024

Communication
Power & Security Itd

Electrical gate manufacture
Gate automation
Intercoms
Access control
CCTV
Intruder alarms
Install
Service

Repairs

08000832483

07813825125
Sales@cpskent.Com
Www.cpskent.Co.uk
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Maidstone Camera Club
Annual Exhibition 2024

Following the success of Maidstone Camera Club’s Exhibition at Lockmeadow in
September 2023, the club will be holding two Exhibitions in 2024. The first on 17
August (9.00am — 5.00pm) at The Mall in Maidstone town centre and the second
on 7 September (9.30am — 7.00pm) at the Lockmeadow complex. Entrance is free
and there will be approximately 120 prints on display as well as digital images
displayed on a television screen. Visitors will be invited to vote for their favourite
print of the day at each exhibition and a certificate will be awarded to the Public’s
chosen Photographer of the Day. The votes from both days will be aggregated and
a trophy will be awarded to the public’s favourite Exhibition Photographer of the
year 2024. Members of the Club will be on hand on the day to talk to visitors about
the Club, our programme of meetings, events, outings and activities, and all things
photographic.

Maidstone Camera club meets on *Tuesday evenings 7.30 to 10.00 p.m. from
September round to May at the Civil Service Social Club, Recreation Close,
Maidstone, ME14 5AZ and new members are always welcome. Please visit our
website for more information and check out our Programme. *Please note that we
are on Zoom only on the third Tuesday of each month.

Maidstone Camera Club also has a very well-known and very active Natural
History Group (affectionately known as the ‘wildlife’ group) which meets monthly
on a Thursday evening. Membership of this group is open to all club members. For
the first time this year there will be a separate display of wildlife images for the
public to enjoy.

idstone

Photographic Exhibition
at The Mall

17th August 2024
9.00am - 5.00pm

€ Over 100 prints on display

9 Vote for your favourite print
9 Talk to us about photography
9 The opportunity to join us

Admission Free!

For more information, visit our
website or scan the QR code

www.maidstonecameraclub.org.uk
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Benevolent ~&
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The Band of The Brigade of Gurkhas
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers Khukuri Fighting Skills Demonstration

The Old School Samba Band

Reception and Beating Retreat
In aid of the Army’s national charity
The Army Benevolent Fund
At Sutton Valence School, ME17 3HH
At 6pm on Thursday, 18 July, 2024
Tickets £40. Children up to 14: £15.
Expect sparkling wine, canapes, and superb entertainment

(in the sports Hall if wet)

To book places email: cfgparkinson@gmail.com
and pay by bank transfer to
ABF The Soldiers Charity at Lloyds 30-93-34 00914467

Reference: your surname and SVS.
[Please do not insert an apostrophe in the bank account name.]

Or by cheque made out to the
ABF The Soldiers Charity
with your contact details to:

Lt Col Chris Parkinson
Beech Tree Cottage, The Street,
Benenden, Kent, TN17 4DB

Tel: 01580 388402
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Accessible well-being - Mindfulness - Part 2.

So, what are the benefits of mindfulness? Let’s go through a few of them here.

“THE PRIMARY
CAUSE OF

Ly UNHAPPINESS IS

: NEVER THE

SITUATION BUT

YOUR THOUGHTS

ABOUT IT.

ECKHART TOLLE

1. Stress reduction. It is highlighted by numerous teachers of mindfulness, as
well as some psychologists, that stress, in modern perception of this word, is
born from our thinking. It is generated when we dwell on our thoughts about
the past or the future. However, focusing on the present moment, on what is
happening right now, can reduce stress. Even if the moment is challenging,
paying attention to the challenge and solutions to it, instead of thinking about
how this makes you feel, can significantly reduce stress. Sure, it may be tricky
to be mindful in truly stressful situation. But you can train yourself by focusing
on the present moment in a safer environment — among beautiful nature or
people you love.

2. Improves physical health. Many illnesses we can experience are stress-
related. So, when stress is reduced, it raises our physical and mental
resilience. Our body stops wasting energy reacting to our negative thinking
and all that energy becomes available for our immune system.

Negative attitudes and feelings of helplessness and hopelessness can
create chronic stress, which upsets the body’s hormone balance,
depletes the brain chemicals required for happiness, and damages the
immune system. Chronic stress can actually decrease our lifespan.

Research has found a link between an upbeat mental state and

improved health, including lower blood pressure, reduced risk for heart
disease, healthier weight, better blood sugar levels, and longer life.
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3. Gives us control over negative emotions. Through mindfulness, we are
learning not to attach judgment to events or situations, which stops the
negative thinking loop. The “horrible” weather becomes “colder” “windier” and
“wetter” but still “just the weather”. Negative emotions will disappear together
with labels. The same happens with people. Sure, there are people who may
speak or act in a very “un-mindful” way that can be hurtful and you are justified
to feel upset. But it is entirely your choice how long you want to be upset about
it.

4. Improves Focus and Clarity of the thoughts. It is an interesting
phenomenon, but the less you think, the better your thinking becomes. It
happens thanks to the reduction of unnecessary thinking. You can check it.
When you are stuck with a puzzle take a deep breath or have a quiet cup of
tea, and everything will click in its place.

5. Helps with mental health. Today mindfulness is prescribed by mental health
professionals as a preventative or a part of the treatment for depression.
6. Helps with faster recovery after iliness or operation.

7. Can help to change unwanted behaviour or to quit bad habits.
Mindfulness stimulates the production of the hormone Dopamine in our brain.
This is the same hormone which force-produced when people take cocaine.
So, practising mindfulness can help to build up natural happiness within, which
will remove the need for stimulants, be it drugs, alcohol or “a bit of extra” food.

The next time we discuss some tips on practicing mindfulness.
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Lenham Film Club BB LENIHAM
at Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way ﬁ< E’J'UL' MJ @I LUJ )
=2 2522

Can You Ever Forgive Me?

Friday 12 July
Performance begins 19.30, doors open 19.00
Running time 1 hr 46 mins

Can You Ever Forgive Me? (15, 2018) is a dark comedy, based on a true story.
Lee lives with her cat and drinks for solace as trouble comes her way. She is an
author and had been faring quite nicely until times change, affecting her career.
She faces a cost-of-living crisis, as her agent can no longer sell her work, but then
she comes across a treasured letter written to her by none other than film star
Katharine Hepburn. This sets Lee off on a brand-new way of making a living:
selling such memorabilia from celebrities. Hard to get hold of them in the first
place? No problem. She fakes them, and hey presto! Personal documents such
as those of Dorothy Parker or Noel Coward are a big hit — though Lee’s path isn’t
always golden. The brilliant performances of stars Melissa McCarthy and Richard
E. Grant were both Oscar-nominated, so do come along and share Lee’s
memorable new career.

Director: Marielle Heller

Our film on Friday 9 August is also based on a true story with a darker side.
Wicked Little Letters (15, 2023) has 1920s Littlehampton in uproar. With Olivia
Colman and Timothy Spall, it's a winner. Please note: contains strong language.

Please get in touch for more information or to join our mailing list.

Admission: members £4, non-members £5, under 16 £2, under 5 free.

lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com www.lenhamfilmclub.org @lenhamfilmclub

DIRECTOR

CAMERA

SCINE
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Lenham WI

In May we held our AGM and we have elected our new President and officers of
the Committee. We are fortunate to have a new Committee member to help us run
our WI. Our membership has decreased slightly so we will always welcome new
members.

On 5 June a couple of us attended the National Annual Meeting at the Royal Albert
Hall in London which will be the last in person meeting for three years. We met
friends from other Federations and this was a great reminder of how big the WI
family is. Virtual meetings will be held in between times which allows more
members to participate in this important event.

For our June meeting the son of one of our members gave us J ,é'
a talk and this month we have Kim White to talk to us about "
Women in Policing. #

A Drawing Flowers Day was held in Frittenden which was well
attended by ladies who wanted to have a go and see what they
could do. We are always learning something new.

Some of us are off to Chatham Dockyard to have a “Call the
Midwife Tour”.

We also helped at the Lenham Festival serving teas and cakes in the Community
Centre. So after a very busy month next month we are hoping to hold a Garden
Party instead of having a meeting in the Community Centre. Let's hope the
weather is kind to us.

If you want to join us we meet at Lenham Community Centre on the second
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. Please come along and see what we get up to.
If you want to find out more please contact me on rrgodden@btinternet.com

Chris Godden
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Christian Message

For reasons that are complex but too boring to mention, | am writing this Christian
Message way early, and it made me reflect, ‘What is July famous for’.

Apparently, Lord Byron once said of July it is the month when English winter ends,
only to recommence in August. Hmm. July is also of course the month when school
summer holidays start, so it's a month of waiting for that point to come. It’s also a
month when exam-takers wonder how well they have done before the results come
out.

There are also some odd special days in July. 3 July is, “International Plastic Bag
Free Day”, which sounds a good idea. And 7 July is, “Tell the Truth Day”, which
makes me wonder whether somebody somewhere thinks it’s just fine to lie all the
rest of the time! But it gets even more obscure! 15th is, “Gummi Worm Day” and
24 July is, “Tell an old joke day”. But my favourite is the 28 July, which is “Milk
Chocolate Day”’- not Easter Day, after all!

But after all these, comes the day in the church when we remember one of my
personal heroes. On 30 July, we remember William Wilberforce. Now there’s an
interesting person. He was very much a committed Christian, and considered being
ordained but was persuaded that a career in politics could do more good. Along
with a group of people in London called the, “Clapham Sect”, they campaigned for
years and years against all the political elite and economic powers of the time to
abolish slavery.

Wilberforce was not only required to fight against vested interested, but also
against his own personal heath, which was never very strong. There was setback
after setback, but in the end, they got there, and the vile practice of human slavery-
which wrecked families, killed millions, displaced millions and stigmatised people
because they were born without a white skin- was finally over. Except, the fight
goes on, because human trafficking is such a major problem today.

But in the summery month of July, remember Wilberforce: an example of resilient,
persistent, determined, Christian action.

How we need Wilberforce equivalents to fight the evils of our current age!
God bless you all.

John P. Huggins
01622 850280
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BENEFIT FROM
A NEW MEMBERSHIP

Become a member at Leeds Castle Golf Club and enjoy a free
30 minute coaching session with our PGA Professionals,
or a £30 voucher to use in our Pro Shop.

Other benefits include:

+ A complimentary ticket to Leeds Castle for one year
* 14 day priority booking

* Entry into club competitions

» Guest days

» Promotional discounts at the Pro Shop

Come and join us today, please visit leeds-castle.com/golf

g‘g LEEDS CASTLE

GOLF CLUB




Harrietsham Network

VILLAGE & COUNTRY HOMES

DEN L !

W: philipjarvis.co.uk E: home@philipjarvis.co.uk T: 01622 858241
A: The Square, Lenham ME172PH

GN A family-run business in the

offering a bespoke service
from design through to installation.

Specialists in Made to measure wardrobes « alcove units
home office furniture * display shelving * radiator covers.

01622 437 372 + 07779 029 695 * The Great Barn, Stede Hill, Harrietsham, ME17 INR




