
December 2019

1



Harrietsham Network

2

Harrietsham  
Village Hall 

Parties 

Meetings 

Ê

Bouncy Castle hire £45 

Weddings 
Events 

 07393 030 409 

bookings@harrietshamvillagehall.org.ukÊ

SWEENEY TODD
BARBER SHOP

OAPS
BOYS TO 16
MEN 

£7
£8
£9

MON-FRI
WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY

1st SUNDAY 

TRADITIONAL & MODERN 
HAIRSTYLES

Sweeney Todd Barber Shop
Lenham Square (The Old Butchers Shop)

07734950329

NOW WITH 4 BARBERS

9-6
CLOSED
8-2.30

10-1
OF THE MONTH
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Harrietsham Fish Scheme Who’s Who
Fish Scheme-Helping Hands
Lift Organisers – Andrew & Felicity Rogers
Ridgedown, Marley Road, Harrietsham ME17 1AU
Telephone 859352              Email andrew.rogers3@btinternet.com

Chairman – Peter Brown
Bassetts, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1JR
Telephone 851075              Email peter.78brown@btinternet.com

Treasurer – Michael Gear
Little Hatch, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AJ
Telephone 859410              Email michaelgear44@hotmail.co.uk

Network Magazine
Editor  – Jan Dijkstra-Caplan
Telephone 07484 310307  Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Editorial Team - J Daniel Benjamin, Rod Martenstyn, Amanda Ward and 
Denise Williams  Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Advertising manager  – Kath Rushton
Pennine, Old Lain, Harrietsham, ME17 1AZ
Telephone 850103     Email adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Distribution Manager   – Jackie Bevan
Faygate, Ashford Road, Lenham ME17 2DA
Telephone 859310

Facebook @Harrietsham Fish Scheme – Helping Hands 
Administrator - J Daniel Benjamin

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Harrietsham Network is published by the Harrietsham Fish Scheme

Network Magazine January 2020 deadlines
The deadline for advertisements will be MID-DAY Sunday 1 December 2019.
The deadline for copy will be MID-DAY Sunday 1 December 2019 
• Please send advertising contributions to advertising manager’s address 
 above
• Please send copy to: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 
 (preferred please) or drop your copy in at Salon 62 in West Street – 
 please mark them for The Editor. Thank you.
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salon 62
Unisex Hairdressers

Wedding hair
Colouring

Designer cutting

Incorporating
Relax House Beauty

TEL: 01622 858276
62a West Street, 

Harrietsham 
ME171HU

Heather’s Chiropody Surgery
Surgical Chiropodist

Member of the Association of 
Chiropodists & Podiatrists
HPC Registered. G.C.S.Ch.

M.Inst. Ch.P., M.F.S.Ch.

Tel for appointment: 01622 850376
www.heatherschiropody.co.uk

retreat@heatherschiropody.co.uk
The Brown Barn, Bull Hill, Lenham Heath, ME17 2JA

A.W. AUTOREPAIRS - S. L. MOTORS
We are an independent business o�ering reliable 

motor repairs and servicing
We provide 

the highest standard of service which includes:
 •   a printed estimate before we start any job, using only   
     parts of equivalent quality to those originally �tted
 •   a complete record of all jobs carried out and advice on   
     work which may shortly become necessary
                         

MoTs & MoT
PREPARATION

UNIT 4, HARRIETSHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
STATION ROAD, HARRIETSHAM

Tel: 01622 859580

SERVICING & MECHANICAL REPAIRS
BODYWORK l WELDING

COMPUTER TUNING l PARTS SALES
PRIVATE CARS l LIGHT COMMERCIALS

FREE ESTIMATES l FREE DELIVERY
If you think we can help

you're welcome to call in or phone 
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HARRIETSHAM

SOCIAL CLUB
34 West Street (above the Post Office)

Open Monday - Saturday evenings

Licensed bar - Snooker & Pool tables

email Jed: whipacres2@gmail.com
tel: 07759871198

New Members Welcome

S.I. PARR
PAINTING

& DECORATING
Qualified Decorator
30 years experience
Interior & Exterior

Estimates Free
No VAT

01233 756676

Thorneloe & Co. 
Solicitors 

 

 
Based in Lenham, we provide a friendly, high quality, personal service 

tailored to your specific needs. 
 
  

Wills Agriculture 
Trusts and Estate Administration 
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Commercial Property 
Buying or Selling a Business 

Family Law Business Contracts / Finance 
Buying and Selling Your Home Employment Law 
Court of Protection 
Personal Injury 

Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation 
 

01622 859 416 
Lenham@Hallettandco.co.uk                   www.thorneloe.co.uk 

 

 

 St Mary’s House The Square Lenham Kent ME17 2PH 
 

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Registered Number 50485 

Thorneloe&Co 
Solicitors 

Now part of Hallett & Co  

PROUD TO BE  
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

SINCE 1965 
 

(Proprietor: West & Coe Ltd) 

 
Your local, family owned Funeral Directors offering the highest standard of care and 

facilities to every family we serve. 
 

in association with

 
By choosing ‘The Independent Way’ funeral plan, we, are, able to provide you with not only 
all the benefits of a pre-arranged funeral, but it also gives you the opportunity to meet with us 
and be given the same 1 to 1 dedicated support and attention we provide to all our families. 

The key benefits of the funeral plan include: 
 

 Paying today’s prices for a service you may not require for many years. 
 

 Helps ease the worry of funeral payments at the time of need. 
 

 Your wishes are fulfilled by a proven partnership. 
 

 By entrusting us with your wishes, you can rest assured that you are in good hands and 
that your wishes will be carried out to the letter. 

 

 Peace of mind. Knowing that you have saved your loved ones this responsibility during 
sad and difficult times. 

We are always able to visit you at home to gently guide you towards making the right 
choice of funeral arrangements. To find out more about this opportunity and receive a 

brochure free of charge, please feel free to contact us. 
A W Court Funeral Directors  

Brackleigh, Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent. ME17 2AP 
01622 850840 

 
Email – enquiries@awcourt.com Website – www.awcourt.com 

 

A W Court is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited, 
602 Rainham Road South, Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 

OVENGLEAM
Cleaning Company 

Specialist in Cleaning Your Oven - 
Removing:

  FAT, GREASE & BURNT-ON CARBON
  Caustic-Free Cleaning Materials in your home

Tel: 01233 634993 
or 07903 819906

   Independent family run business since 2004
Member of:

  Association of Approved Oven Cleaners
and Check-a-Trade

www.ovengleamcleaning.co.uk

 

    
  

TO ADVERTISE IN

"NETWORK"
please contact

Kath Rushton
on

01622 850103
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From the Editorial Team
Hi everyone,

November has been a busy month with some very successful events including the 
Friends of  St. John’s Quiz Night (p.31) the Macmillan Coffee Morning (p.33/34) 
and the defibrillator training (p.37). December is set to be busy too with all the 
seasonal celebrations and news items and articles for 2020 are already lining up in 
the editor’s inbox!

The Editorial Team would like to thank everyone who has contributed to Network in 
2019 and look forward to working with you all in 2020.   

 We wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and

  Prosperous New Year.

The Editorial Team
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please remember to email any photographs, articles of interest about 
Harrietsham, or recipes etc. that could be considered for inclusion to:
E-mail: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org 
and follow us on Facebook @Harrietsham Fish Scheme - Helping 
Hands

Whilst every effort is made to include as wide a variety of information as possible each month, 
the editor reserves the right not to publish, or to edit, any item. The editor’s decision is final. 
Responsibility for the information and views set out in articles and notices in this publication lies 
entirely with the authors.
Letters sent anonymously will not be considered. Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors 
and not necessarily those of the officers or committee of the Fish Scheme.

The publication of an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement. No reproduction allowed 
in any form without written consent. No flyers or inserts to be sent to the printers for inclusion in the 
magazine direct or without the editor’s prior consent.

Photos this month :  Front Cover and photographs supplied by the editor 
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Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year
from everyone at Harrietsham 
Fish Scheme and Network 

Magazine
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Craft & Chat and Crafternoon
We will be working on Christmas projects at both Craft and Chat and Crafternoon 
in December. The December meeting of Craft and Chat will be held on Saturday 7 
December between 1-4pm and Crafternoon on Thursday 19 December between 
2-4pm both at Harrietsham Village Hall. There will be a choice of projects – Bottle 
Cap Christmas Tree Wall Hangings or Christmas Baubles…or feel welcome to 
bring your own projects to work on.

For the Bottle Cap Christmas Tree Wall Hangings, you will need the following:
30 milk bottle caps.  Similar bottle caps can be found on some soft drinks.
Enough Christmas fabrics to make 30 Suffolk puffs each measuring 4½ inches in 
diameter. Round template 4½ inch in diameter cut from cereal box card.
Something with which to draw around your template onto your fabric.
Scissors, needles.
Beading or quilting thread to match the colours of your fabrics.
Ribbon for bow and for hanging.

Some mache baubles, Christmas decoupage papers and decoupage glue were 
very kindly donated to us by the Upcycled Trading Company in Lenham so the 
alternative project will be Christmas baubles. If you prefer a more vintage look 
to your bauble, there will be white base paint and white pearl paint to paint your 
bauble with before adding gems, lace, etc, or if you want to decoupage just an 
image or two on your pearlised bauble, I will have some Christmas paper napkins 
at hand with images on them that are small enough to use for this. To summarise, 
if you wish to make a straightforward mache bauble covered in Christmas 
decoupage papers, all you will need to bring is a brush to apply the glue with. If 
you want to make a vintage looking pearlised painted bauble with gems/pearls/
lace, please bring a brush to paint with, a paper plate or small container to hold 
paint, beaded trims, gemstone trims or single gems and/or lace and ribbon and 
anything else you wish to embellish your bauble with as well as strong glue such 
as E6000. If you don’t have the gems, look in stores such as The Range, B&M, 
Home Bargains, Tiger and the Pound Shop who sometimes have beaded trim and 
gemstone trim that can be cut up and used as single pieces to make patterns on 
your bauble. They also often have cheap stick on gems which you can secure 
with extra glue. If you would like to make the bauble with pearlised paint and small 
decoupage images from paper napkins, you will need a brush for painting, a brush 
for gluing and some clingfilm.

Knit, Crochet And Natter
At the time of writing, we are still looking forward to our first meeting on 28 
November. There will be no meeting in December but we will be back again on 
Thursday 30 January between 2-4pm in Harrietsham Village Hall.
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If you have any questions on any of the above crafting groups, please call me on 
01622 851885

Hazel Roots

Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls Club
Our Annual General Meeting was held recently at the Community Centre and Mr 
Phil Gooda, formerly chairman of LENARA, was unanimously elected to be the 
clubs new Chairman/Secretary by the members present. Phil has been a member 
of the club for some time and has taken part, successfully, in local bowls matches 
and other competitions. The club captain, David French, gave a report on the results 
of friendly matches against local clubs, with the club playing 17 games winning 13 
and only losing 4. He stated that matches are booked into the coming new year and 
hopefully the club will do well again. We would welcome any new members into the 
club. We play on Monday afternoons 2pm until 4pm and Thursday evenings 7pm 
until 10pm. Just come along and see what the club has to offer, no experience is 
needed as tuition and help will be given.

David French - Club Captain

WI
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Vi Booth. Vi was a very 
active committee member and our Treasurer for many years. She will be greatly 
missed and our condolences go to her family.

The talk on “ Inn Signs” by Mr Andrew Clarke at our October meeting was very 
interesting. We were shown many photos of old Pubs some of which sadly no 
longer exist but which many of us remember well.

On 12 December we will have our Christmas meeting with refreshments, bring & 
buy and a raffle. At the meeting travel details will be confirmed for our Christmas 
lunch at the garden centre in Ashford on Tuesday December 17.

To start off 2020. In January Mr Rod Leeming will give us a talk on “Special Branch 
Protection”. In February our meeting will include, “How to Get an Honour” a talk by 
Mr David Summers.

Wishing all our members a very Happy Christmas.

Chris Bone   
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10 Marmion way, Singleton,
Ashford TN23 5HY

 

This
space

available
for
a

colour
advert

For rates and details p l e a s e  c a l l  

Kath  Rushton
o n

0 1 6 2 2 8 5 0 1 0 3
o r

e m a i l :
adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org

 

For all your window cleaning needs... 

 Professional, reliable and friendly window 

cleaning service all year round. 

 Conservatory roofs, gutters, fascias and 

soffits cleaned on request. 

CONTACT JAMES FOR YOUR HASSLE FREE QUOTE ! 

Mobile:  07720849249 

E-Mail: cleaner_windows@hotmail.com 

CLEANER WINDOWS  
Ltd 

The price to 
clean your 
windows would be 
£  
 
 
 

Your windows 
will be cleaned 
on: 
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ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ            0800 4087 911    

ÊÊ
Ê

   Reg. Office Address: 10 Savage Road Lordswood Chatham Kent ME5 8DY   Ê

Maidstone:Ê01622 804838ÊÊÊÊÊÊChatham:Ê01634 313337ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊSittingbourne:Ê01795 858137Ê
www.kentsolar.uk.com          HeadÊOffice: 0800 4087911  ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊinfo@kentsolar.uk.com 
 

Ê

LTDÊÊ 

    OIL GAS and LPG BOILERS 
Breakdown Cover, Servicing and Repairs 

✓ BREAKDOWN COVER FROM £4.95 PER MONTH 
✓ SERVICE FROM £4.16 PER MONTH 
✓ INCLUDE ALL PARTS AND LABOUR* 
✓ NO EXCESS FEES 

 
 

 
506256 

 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊ*TermsÊandÊconditionsÊapplyÊ
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Harrietsham in Bloom
Our AGM was held in October.  Thank you to everyone who came to support us.
The planters now have their new bulbs in, to hopefully give a nice display of tulips 
in Spring.

Our thanks to “Bellway” builders for their generous donation.  H.I.B. will be 
assembling two planters at the entrance to “Bluebells” early in 2020.

The Chairman and committee wish to thank everyone who has supported us during 
2019, in particular our local businesses, Harrietsham Parish Council, the wonderful 
volunteers, the venues that accommodate the collection boxes and all the villagers 
that have made contributions during the year.

We wish you Seasons Greetings and a safe and healthy New Year.

Enquiries to Andrew Rogers (Chair) 01622 859352

Audrey Joy MBE

Harrietsham Gardening Society
Our meeting in October was attended by 38 members and was a little different 
from our usual gardening subjects. We were entertained by Nigel Wood who 
demonstrated how to make artificial flowers from a variety of different papers, 
tissues and card. From a single sheet of paper it was possible to produce some 
very realistic flowers. It was then the turn of members to try their hand at making a 
flower. The results varied considerably from ordinary to excellent. The winner was 
Elizabeth Welchman who received a prize.

Fortunately despite the horrible weather we still have a little colour about in the 
garden. However it is too wet to do any heavy digging. Hope to get some extended 
fine weather in the not too distant future.

Our next meeting will be the Xmas social on 3rd Dec. We have a speaker Jaqueline 
Aviolet who will be delivering a talk on a Christmas theme. As this is also a social 
event there will be nibbles etc. but can members, if they so wish, bring their own 
drinks.

Our final message is a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our 
members and the wider Village. 

David Oversby  
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Harrietsham History Society
                                                                                                                                
Our meeting in October about These Magnificent Women in their Flying Machines 
was a really interesting talk by Anna Astin from Tunbridge Wells. Although I was 
aware that their introduction to flying was in hot air balloons I didn’t realise that 
scores of fearless females had been ballooning since 1784. One of the first women 
to fly in an untethered balloon was French and she was quickly followed by many 
others with the first Englishwoman taking to the air in 1785. Unfortunately there 
were a number of fatalities in the early days with one of the most spectacular 
occurring when a French widow ill-advisedly took fireworks up in her balloon in 
1819, this ended very badly when the gas burner ignited the canopy and the balloon 
plunged to the ground killing her. Towards the end of the 1800’s women began 
carrying out all sorts of stunts including hanging from the underside of the baskets 
and parachuting down to the ground. One of the most well-known women to fly an 
aeroplane was Amelia Earhart who was the first woman to fly across the Atlantic in 
June 1928. Now there are many female pilots with lots of women piloting large jet 
aircraft all over the world. 

My apologies to everyone for the silly date error on the front cover of the November 
Network, I must have hit the wrong key when finishing the design and didn’t spot 
my error. I am sure everyone knew that Remembrance Sunday is always on the 
nearest Sunday to 11 November and ignored the mistake I made.  (The editorial 
team add their apologies for not noticing the error on proof-reading).                                                                                                           

The Society do not have a meeting in December but instead will be having an early 
Christmas meal at the Dog & Bear in Lenham on Monday 2 December. The next 
meeting therefore is not until 20 January so please accept my sincere best wishes 
for a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.

Peter Brown                  

Whist Club   

The winners of the November Whist Drive were Linda Ward & Bob Pocock. The 
next Whist Drive will be held on Friday 6 December 2019 at the Village Hall with a 
7.30pm start. Newcomers welcome.

Please note that there will be NO Whist Drive in January but we start again on 
Friday 7 February 2020.

Happy Christmas & a Happy New Year to all our members.

Michael Gear
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Orchids
Fine Food For All Occasions

We can help organise:
Business Lunches - Dinner Parties - Funerals

Cocktail Parties - Receptions & 

Sharon Prior

For personal
attention to
detail...

  Tel: (01622) 859761
    Mobile: 07776 401405
www.orchidsoccasions.co.uk

SEASONED LOGS
SUITABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF 

FIRES/WOOD BURNERS
Kiln dried, the best for Wood Burners

All from local coppiced woodlands
can be delivered or collected

Telephone: 077 333 28715

+ Computer problems?          +Virus attack?
+ Need an upgrade, repair or new machine?

+ Want help with networking, 
wireless networks,

 or broadband?
+ Machine running slowly?

Or just want help to get the best
out of your computer?

For local, friendly, experienced help and advice, call
Mike Cuerden on 01622 859442 or 07963 020092

Harrietsham Computers

Part P Registered   Fully Insured

Jeff King
Mob: 07969 343036
Tel:  01233 630589

jeffking2009@hotmail.co.uk

Electrics Southeast Ltd
JMK

www.kpdecorate.com

UPVC Spraying.

TAXI SERVICE

VILLAGE
CARS
Private Hire 

Reliable service 
Lenham &  

surrounding villages
Tel: 07770 725129
or 07769 780149
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Parish Council News  

Maidstone Borough Council’s Call for Sites
Residents will have been alarmed to see, in the latest Borough Council Call for Sites, 
that further locations in the village have come forward for possible development.  
Across the Maidstone Borough over 300 sites have been named as part of the 
Local Plan review, with 15 either being in or close to the village boundary.  

All sites will now have to go through an assessment process to see which are 
suitable for development.  The final list will not be available until Spring 2020.  
Residents can rest assured that the Parish Council will be vigorously objecting to 
any development that will cause additional pollution and congestion on the roads 
in Harrietsham.

If anyone would like to view further details on the sites, they can be viewed on the 
Maidstone Borough Council website in the ‘Call for Sites’ area:

www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/planning-and-building/
primary-areas/local-plan-review/call-for-sites

When you load the page, you can click on the blue ‘Google Drive’ link to view the 
documents.

Parish Council Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 29 January 
2020.
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all parishioners 
a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Amanda Broadhurst - Parish Clerk - 850089
harrietshampc@aol.com

Postal Address:
4 Southfields Way
Harrietsham          
Maidstone
Kent           
ME5 8HP             
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Parish Church of Church of the Good Shepherd
St John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church
Priest in Charge: Rev Dr John Rectory Lane, off East Street
Huggins, The Vicarage, Old Ashford Harrietsham
Road, Lenham, ME17 2PX 850280 Parish Priest: Fr Geoffrey Pointer
Assisting Priest Deacon: Rev Cyril Durbin 736100
Rev Anne Price 01622 924963 Mass every Sunday at 8.45am and
revanne@lvb.org.uk Wednesday at 10.00am
Available Wednesday- Sunday Holydays Mass 7pm
Licensed Readers:
Pamela Cuerden 859 442 St Peter's Roman Catholic
Joan Drury 853766 Church
Benefice Office: tel 850604 Button Lane, Bearsted
ChurchOffice@lvb.org.uk 736100
Answerphone when office not Confessions, Saturday 5 - 5.30pm
manned. Saturday Evening Mass 6pm
For details of services see p.19 Sunday Mass 10.30am

Weekday Mass generally
Monday and Tuesday 7pm and

United Reformed Church Friday 10am
Week Street, Maidstone Holydays Mass 10am and 8pm
Minister: Rev Andrew Royal
Sunday Service at 10.30am with Pathways Church, Maidstone
creche. No evening service 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month
01622 686053 at 10.30am in Lenham Community
maidstoneurcoffice@talktalk.net Centre. Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings in homes in Lenham and
Harrietsham.

Baptist Church
Knightrider Street, Maidstone Church leaders: Johnny and Estelle
Minister: Bill Miller McCabe  www.pathwayschurch.org.uk
Office: 01622 686013
Sunday Services at 10.30am 
with creche, and at 6.30pm Pathways Church is supported by 
www.maidstonebaptist.net Jubilee Church, Maidstone

                        Tel 752895
                        Sunday Service 10.30am

Local Churches

                        Bearsted and Thurnham Methodist Church
                        Bearsted (next to Station)
                        Minister: Revd Bonni-Belle Pickard
                        45 St Lukes Avenue
                        Maidstone ME14 5AN
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Len Valley Benefice Service Times
Everyone is always welcome to any of our services or events

Sunday 1st December
  9.30 am  Lenham: Breakfast service
  9.30 am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
  9.30 am  Harrietsham: Family-friendly Morning Worship
11.00 am  Ulcombe: Informal Morning Worship
11.00 am  Lenham: Holy Communion
  
Wednesday 4th December
  9.30 am  Lenham:  Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Sunday 8th December
   8.00 am  Lenham: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
   9.30 am  Lenham: Breakfast Service (with informal Holy Communion)
   9.30 am  Harrietsham: Holy Communion 
 11.00 am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion
 11.00 am  Lenham: Morning Worship 
   3.30 pm  Boughton Malherbe: Choral Evensong

Friday 13th December
  6.00 pm  Harrietsham: Salvation Army Carol Service

Saturday 14th December
  3.00 pm  Lenham:  Messy Christingle

Sunday 15th December
  9.30 am  Lenham: Breakfast Service 
  9.30 am  Harrietsham: Morning Worship (starting with coffee & cake)
  9.30 am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion
11.00 am  Ulcombe: Morning Worship
11.00 am  Lenham: Holy Communion
  7.00 pm  Harrietsham: Carol Service

Wednesday 18th December
11.00 am  Chippendayle Lodge: Christmas Holy Communion

Thursday 19th December
  7.00 pm  Ulcombe:  Carol Service
 

Continued on Page 20
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Len Valley Benefice Service Times (cont’d)

Sunday 22nd December
  8.00 am  Lenham: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
  9.30 am  Harrietsham: Holy Communion
  9.30 am  Lenham: Big Breakfast Christmas Service
11.00 am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion
  3.00 pm  Boughton Malherbe: Carol Service
  5.30 pm  Lenham: Carol Service

Christmas Eve: Tuesday 24th December
   3.00 pm  Harrietsham: Family Crib Service
   3.30 pm  Boughton Malherbe: Family Crib Service
   4.00 pm  Ulcombe: Family Crib Service
   4.00 pm  Lenham: Family Crib Service
 11.15 pm  Harrietsham: Midnight Communion
 11.15 pm  Lenham: Midnight Communion

Christmas Day: Wednesday 25th December
  10.00 am  Boughton Malherbe: Family Christmas Communion
  10.00 am  Ulcombe: Family Christmas Communion
  11.00 am  Lenham: Shared with Harrietsham, Family Christmas Communion

Sunday 29th December
   10.00 am  Boughton Malherbe:  Joint Len Valley Churches Service: Holy   
    Communion

Crib Service
Calling all children and their mums, dads, grannies, granddads, aunties and uncles! 
Would you like to take part in the village Crib Service this year?  If so, please contact 
the number below and say whether you would like to dress up, be in a sketch, do a 
reading, write and read your own poem or prayer, or sing! 

The service is at 3pm on Christmas Eve (24th December!) at St John’s Church, 
Harrietsham. 

Everyone is welcome: the young, the old and the in-betweenies!

If you don’t want a role on the day you can still dress up if you would like to and 
arrive a little early to put a costume on. So come along and bring your friends and 
relatives to celebrate this special time together. 

Pamela Cuerden (01622 859442) 
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Len Valley Guiding
Well where did that year go?

As 2019 draws to a close, we can reflect on the events of the past year, however 
Guiding activities continue and the month of December is no exception!

The month is filled with Christmas crafts, activities, meals, parties, fun and games 
for all our Rainbows, Brownies and Guides! Also as a District we will again be 
hosting a Christmas roller disco and inviting the cubs and scouts to join us.

So, as we sign off for 2019, may we thank everyone in our local communities who 
have supported our Units.  Also thank you to our parents and to the girls themselves 
– it has been fun! However a HUGE thank you must go to all the adult helpers who 
week in, week out, provide quality activities for the girls of Lenham, Harrietsham 
and Hollingbourne to enjoy. Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and every 
best wish for 2020 and all that it brings!

And as ever, with numbers increasing, our Units are filling fast!  We desperately need 
more adult helpers at all our Units to be able to offer the GirlGuiding experience to 
the increasing number of girls living in our area.

SO if you can spare some time and come and help a Unit either weekly, fortnightly 
or monthly – or you can offer a “one off activity/experience” that the girls would 
enjoy, then please contact Jo Homes on 07887 877814 for more information.

OR if anyone has a shed/garage/outbuilding with a dry and pest free space for a 
transit van full of camping equipment then could you please let me know.

Jo Homes

Changes to speed limits and road 
markings

Following the expression of concerns by some Harrietsham residents, some ‘25’ 
mph signs and ‘no through road’ signs will soon be attached to the existing lamp 
posts in the area around the Co-op. In addition, there will be ‘give way’ road markings 
at the end of Southfields Way to give priority to traffic in Buckingham Drive.  Please 
exercise caution when driving in the area. 

Michael Scott – a director of Saxon Homes Residents Association
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Urgent Appeal for an Adult Leader for 
Harrietsham Brownies
Due to ill health our Brown Owl is no longer able to run Harrietsham Brownies full 
time and unless we can find someone to help we will have to close the unit.

At the moment Brownies on a Monday evening from 6.15pm to 7.45pm in the Booth 
Hall during term time (but the day could be changed if that’s not convenient) needs 
a new leader. If you think you can help and save our Brownie unit we would love to 
hear from you. We would like someone who has guiding experience or better still 
a qualified leader, but if you are not and think you would be interested, full training 
and support can be offered as long as you are willing to learn.

Brownies are part of the Girlguiding family and are girls aged 7 to 10 who enjoy a 
huge range of activities and adventures. Our Harrietsham Unit is over forty years 
old and it would be desperately sad if we have to close.

Please help if you can. To offer your help, or for more information, please email Kate 
at beaukate@btinternet.com

Kate Davies

ourclimatechangecommunity.co.uk
The website has slowly expanded and has included ideas for early Christmas 
presents with a difference. We have found Unicef and Oxfam present ideas plus 
an organisation (a charity called ‘World Land Trust’) sponsored and supported by 
David Attenborough amongst others. This organisation offers a variety of ideas 
including buying tropical rainforest in Central America, protection, reforestation and 
reserve management.

There is a piece from America on their policy, ‘Trumps Policy’, to withdraw from the 
Paris climate agreement. The Paris agreement brought together 195 nations in the 
battle to combat climate change. The ‘pull-out’ will take effect a year later - the day 
after the 2020 US presidential election – if Trump is re-elected. 

The idea of the website is to encourage participation in doing what we can to change 
our habits. The only way to climb a hill is with the first step. Have a look and send 
us an email!

Tom and Janetta
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Harrietsham Day by Day
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Harrietsham Network

STONEBRIDGE ACCOUNTING
ACCOUNTS AND TAX SUPPORT

FOR THE SELF EMPLOYED AND SMALL BUSINESS

Tel: 01622 851542 -  
01233 840373

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
Plastering - including over existing Artex

Rendering
Patch Repairs

Insurance Work
Lath and Plaster

Lime Plastering and Rendering
New Stud Work and Ceilings

Painting and Decorating, Interior and Exterior
For free advice and estimates please call

Andy Rookledge
Tel: 01622 844727  Mob: 07793888980

email: andy@ar-plastering.co.uk
www.ar-plastering.co.uk 

QUALIFIED  
FRENCH TEACHER

Available for:
Private Tuition, all levels from 

beginners to A Level.
Conversation

Holiday French
Translations

Call: Chantal Miette on
01622 859597

L.T. SECURITY & ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL HARRIETSHAM SOLE TRADER

Over 35 quali�ed years experienced in Security & Electrical work.
Experienced in working in Domestic and small commercial 

properties.
Existing Alarm systems maintained/serviced.

All small Electrical work undertaken from a replacement light 
switch, �tting your new lights and sockets.

No job too small.
Very reliable and trustworthy with a friendly personal approach.

Experienced carrying out work for the elderly.
c: Lee Terry

e: leeterry4@googlemail.com    t: 07971 552663

TO ADVERTISE IN

“NETWORK”

please contact

Kath Rushton

on

Tel: 01622 850103

www.lenhamballetschool.co.uk

R.A.D. Ballet
I.S.T.D. Tap & Modern
3 years to senior level
Adult Tap & Street Dance
Summer Term starting shortly.
01622 850329
More than a ballet school

Foot Practitioner
Mrs Afsaneh Smith

Hubbards Farm, Lenham Heath
07506 376264 / 01622 853640

                Routine Chiropody
             Diabetic Foot Care
         Fungal Treatment
     Corns & Calluses
  Verruca Treatment
Ingrowing Toenails

Flexible surgery hours
Home visits

PARKWOOD
TROUT FARM

Goddington Lane
Harrietsham

For delicious fresh trout & 
a range of smoked foods. 

FARM SHOP
Open to the Public

 Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sunday 
 8 am till dusk.

Tel: (01622) 859302
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December Diary

Sun 1 Dec 12 noon Advertising deadline for January Network
Sun 1 Dec 12 noon Copy deadline for January Network

Tue   3   7.30pm          Harrietsham Gardening Society, Harrietsham  
    Village Hall 
Fri     6 7.30pm      Whist Club, Harrietsham Village Hall

Sat    7 1.00pm - 4pm  Craft and Chat, Harrietsham Village Hall

Thu 12  2.00pm   WI, Harrietsham Village Hall

Fri   13  7.00pm - 8.00pm  Christmas Carols, Harrietsham Church 

Sat  14 8.30am -11.30am  Christmas Decoration, Harrietsham Church

Sat  14  12noon -2.00pm  Soup Saturday, Village Hall

Thu 19  2.00 - 4.00pm                  Crafternoon, Harrietsham Village Hall

Tue 24 3.00pm                  Crib Service, Harrietsham Church

    

Village Events Diary - for Your use!
Did you know? A diary is available in the Post Office for groups or individuals to 
enter event dates and information that would be helpful to other villagers. 
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R J MOSS LTD
 

A reliable & friendly service and a job to be proud of with over 20 years experience

CHIMNEY
Peter Walsh

01622 880958  or  07895 645318
peterchimneysweep@gmail.com

Power Sweeping           ICS Member           Fully Insured

Hollingbourne based

SWEEP

CARPETS & VINYLS
 

 
 

 

OVER 30 YEARS

 

EXPERIENCE

ALAN POULTON
01622 843019

NICF

SUPPLY &
FITTING
SERVICE

WITH
HOME

SELECTION

For free advice call Graham on

01622 437 372  |  07779 029 695

21 Yeomans Way, Pilgrims Retreat, Harrietsham, ME17 1FW

All aspects of bespoke carpentry from 
design to completion.

 

    
  

TO ADVERTISE IN

"NETWORK"
please contact

Kath Rushton
on

01622 850103
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Ê

 

 

Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, ME17 3NUÊ
T: 01622 843780 or 01622 842096 Fax: 01622 843410 

Web:Êwww.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.ukÊÊÊÊ
Email:Êinfo@kingswoodchristmastrees.co.ukÊ

Ê

£5 off a tree with 
this advert Ê

Ê

Extensive Christmas Shop 

Reindeer, children’s play area, 
grotto, cafe, train ride, choose 

and cut service and more! 

 

Open 7 days a week from 16th 
NovemberÊ

OpenÊuntilÊ6pmÊWednesdaysÊandÊSaturdaysÊ

SeeÊwebsiteÊforÊfullÊdetailsÊ
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Friends of St. John 
the Baptist’s
Church
Registered Charity No. 1090622
Val Brown, Secretary  01622 858147

100 Club Lottery Draw
Result of the Thirty-fifth draw of the Friends of St John 100 Club drawn on 12 October 
2019 by Michael Gear at the Soup Saturday lunch event under the supervision of 
Terry Whent (Independent Adjudicator)

113 numbers were included in the draw giving a prize fund of £113
First prize £56.50 – number 99 – Alex Hubble
Second prize £33.90 – number 32 – Robert Rusbridge
Third prize £22.60 – number 42 – Kim Frazer

For further information and details of how to become a member of the 100 Club 
and help raise money for the upkeep of our own church - contact the Administrator, 
Chris Roots on 01622 851885

Soup Saturday
The next Soup Saturday will be held on Saturday 14 December between 12 noon 
and 2pm. The progress of the building work within the church is going exceedingly 
slowly so this event will take place in Harrietsham Village Hall (Booth Hall). Please 
look out for posters around the village. Everyone is welcome to come along and 
enjoy a bowl of Helen’s Hearty Homemade Soup with crusty bread. Tea, coffee and 
biscuits also available.

Carol Singing with the Salvation Army
Everyone is welcome to come along to sing Christmas Carols around the Christmas 
Tree accompanied by the Salvation Army between 7pm and 8pm at Harrietsham 
Church on Friday 13 December. Refreshments will be served in the church 
afterwards, mulled wine and mince pies. Entry is free. If the weather is not too kind 
to us, the carol singing will be held inside the church.
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Christmas Cards
Christmas cards are available from any committee member.  Price £3.00 for a pack 
of five.

Quiz evening
Our thanks go to all who supported the quiz on the 19 October 2019. 70 people 
attended on 12 tables. On the night we raised £514 which gave a profit of £391. All 
profits go to the upkeep of our beautiful village church. Our thanks must also go to 
our Quiz Master, Peter Bowler, and his son. Also, thanks to all who donated money 
and raffle prizes on the night.  

Christmas Decoration
 
Decoration of the Church for Christmas will take place on Saturday 14 December 
2019 from 8.30am  to 11.30am
 
Any gifts of flowers, greenery, etc should be brought to the Church as early as 
possible on that day.  Any donations should be given to Rita Long (01622 850863).

I hope to see all members of the Flower Guild there. Any person who is not a 
member of the Guild is more than welcome to come along and assist.        
 
Any queries please give me a call on the number above, or email me on rit.long@
homecall.co.
 
Rita Long

Harrietsham Village Hall Trust 
The hall is very busy in the week with all the local clubs, and some new bookings 
have come in. There are still some weekends free so if you fancy a party give 
Jeanine a call to book.

Facebook @HarrietshamVillageHall is up and running, please check for latest 
events. The Website is taking a bit longer to set up but should be running soon.

Please support your local clubs and events at your village hall - if anyone has any 
queries they can email me and I will deal with them.

Steve Brown - Chairman 
chair@harrietshamvillagehall.org.uk
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The Lenham Community Gym 
The Lenham School 

 
Opening times: Every weekday 

7.00am to 8.30am and 5.00pm to 9.00pm 
Membership fees: 

Adult: £28 per month 
Concession: £23 per month 

Family: £50 per month 
Adult walk-in: £5 

Concession walk-in: £3 
Concessions: Over 60, under 18 or in full time education 

Family membership: 2 adults and 2 children living at the same address. 

Tel: 01622 853750 

Email: lencgym@outlook.co.uk 

See us on Facebook 

ComeÊandÊgetÊfitÊforÊ2020Ê
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The Macmillan 
Coffee Morning

2019
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Macmillan Coffee Morning
Wow – what an amazing morning –so many goodies to choose from.!

The Harrietsham Macmillan Team wish to thank everyone who came along and 
made it a very successful fund raiser.  Your splendid efforts raised £460 on the day 
with a further £55 generously donated the following day.

There were games for the children, fun quizzes for the adults, treats for the dogs. 

We had an excellent raffle as well as an auction of a 30 minute private flight around 
Kent. Chris Roots made an excellent Master of Ceremonies and auctioneer.

There was an amazing array of cakes, biscuits and sausage rolls all baked locally 
by Harrietsham residents.

Thanks go to those ladies who helped on the day selling raffle tickets, serving teas 
and coffees and of course the endless washing up. We are grateful to the following 
local businesses for their support:

Philip Jarvis Estate Agents
Parkwood Trout Farm
Stable Oak Cottages
The Taste of Bengal
Marks and Spencer at the Petrol Station
Co-op at Saxon Place
Harrietsham Parish Council 

Last, but not least, all those who made and donated the splendid cakes.
Well done Harrietsham!

If you were unable to come along and wish to make a donation you can text TEA 
CPE9 to 70550 to donate £5. Texts cost £5 plus the standard network charge and 
MacMillan receives 100% of every £1 donated.

Harrietsham Macmillan Coffee Morning Team

Christmas and New Year Refuse Collection Dates
Recycle & Food was Thursday 26 December now Saturday 28 December - no 
Garden waste service.
Refuse & Food was Thursday 2 January now Saturday 4 January.
Recycle, Food & Garden waste service was Thursday 9 January now Friday 10 
January.
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R & P
Aerial Service

Aerials

Installation and service 
of all types of digital TV 

and radio reception

We are a family run
business

established in 1970
Call for free advice
and free estimates

Digital Freeview
FM Radio

DAB Radio

Satellite
Freesat
Sky HD

TV Wall
Mounting

Telephone: 
01622 631717 or
07806 912 345

Web:
rpaerialservice.co.uk

From a standard install
to hidden cables
Free initial visit

Free bottl
e of p

rose
cc

o w
hen tw

o or

more guests
 ord

er t
wo co

urse
s

PROSECCO THURSDAYS

The oak-beamed setting of Castle View Restaurant at Leeds
Castle o�ers delicious meals served in a relaxed atmosphere
enjoyed with spectacular views across the terrace to the
magnificent Castle. Parking is free and an entrance ticket to
Leeds Castle is not required to dine in the evening.

To book a table online visit 
leeds-castle.com/restaurant or call 01622 767777

CallÊusÊtoday!ÊÊ01622Ê880028
Office:ÊHollingbourne MaidstoneÊKentÊ07595Ê008782

Email.Êh-services@outlook.com

Domestic Cleaning
WouldÊLikeÊtoÊIntroduceÊitsÊNewÊPartnerÊCompany

OfferingÊtheÊCompleteÊIroningÊ
Service

CompetitiveÊPricing
PickupÊandÊDrop-offÊservice
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Vi Booth
Eileen Violet Booth (Vi), 86, of East 
Street, Harrietsham passed away quietly 
at home on Monday 14 October 2019. 
Born in Worcester Park, Surrey in 1933, 
she attended St.Osyth’s Teacher Training 
College in Clacton-on-Sea, and taught at 
St Clement Danes Centre for Domestic 
Science just off Trafalgar Square.

On polling day of the 1955 General 
Election, Vi met George, and they married 
the following August. They lived in Sutton 
for 5 years, moved to Dallas, Texas to work 
for NASA for 12 years, returning with three 
children.

In the 80’s Vi taught Home Economics, Needlework, Maths and Rural Science 
at Astor of Hever School, and could often be seen at the County Show with the 
school’s sheep and other animals – re-homing 6 sheep & 20 rabbits when the 
school farm closed.

In 1986 they moved to Harrietsham, where both Vi & George immersed themselves 
in village life, being part of the Gardening Society, Whist Club, WI, Village Hall 
Committee, writing the Network Magazine Recipe page as well as teaching at 
Harrietsham Primary School.

Vi would always be busy doing things – usually for other people: Knitting and Sewing 
– baby layettes, clothes for the premature baby unit, Harrietsham church choir 
robes, door curtains & kneelers; baking and cooking – wedding cakes, birthday 
cakes, Christmas cakes & puddings. Making hundreds of mince pies or sausage 
rolls for family, WI and Friends of St. John’s was not unusual. Gardening and 
preserving – you name it Vi & George grew it! They were self-sufficient in flowers, 
fruit & vegetables for 25 years, freezing and preserving their seasonal produce.

Vi was well looked after by the NHS: breast cancer, quad heart-bypass and spinal 
surgery didn’t slow her down. Although a stroke in 2014 damaged her memory, 
she was still cheerful and happy in herself, and in 2016 Vi & George celebrated 
their 60th Wedding Anniversary in the garden at home with friends, family and 
congratulations from the Queen. It was a joyous occasion with her 3 children, their 
spouses, grandchildren and great grandchildren relaxing in glorious sunshine. 

Steve Booth
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Defibrillator Training
Would you know what to do??? In an emergency would you be willing to help???
Harrietsham is the proud owner of a defibrillator provided by the Parish Council. It lives 
in a box on the outside wall of the Post Office in West Street.  If someone collapses and 
stops breathing prompt assistance could save their life. The defibrillator can be taken 
from the box to the patient. Take your mobile with you and dial 999 or 112 for emergency 
services to get the code to unlock the box and vitally summon an ambulance. The 
defibrillator is easy to use. Take it to the patient and follow the instructions. 

On Tuesday evening eight local residents (including me) attended a defibrillator training 
evening with Parish Councillor Tim Griffiths. Tim is an experienced and dynamic lecturer 
on this very subject and presented an informative and at times amusing hands on 
session aimed at making sure we all know how a defibrillator works, when we should 
use it and what preparations should be made to ensure its safe use. What happens if 
you can’t use it, I hear you all cry, or indeed if there is no time to get the defibrillator 
and no-one else to send? The answer is dial 999 to get help and do CPR until help 
comes. This is one more good reason why everyone should volunteer to do this training. 
It covers how to administer CPR, how to prepare a patient for the defibrillator, how it 
works and what to do in an emergency.

We all know that knowledge is power.  In this case it could be the power to keep 
someone alive, so please volunteer to be trained.  The more people who know what to 
do the safer people in Harrietsham will be.

Contact the Parish Clerk, Amanda Broadhurst, on 01622 850089 or email her on 
harrietshampc@aol.com and ask to be put on a defibrillator training course. 

Editor
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Christian Message 

I made the mistake of looking back to last year’s Christmas Christian message as I 
wrote this and found that, way back then, “a recent survey showed that more people 
just wanted Brexit over with than cared what the actual outcome was”. And here we 
are a year later!

Well Brexit has not yet come, but what has come for you in the past year, I wonder? 
There have probably been changes – have they been good, bad or mixed?

Way back in the first Christmas, I wonder what Mary thought of it all?  She must 
have been so relieved when that baby Jesus was born in safety and so amazed at 
all the events and visitors in those early days.

What do we make of it all? Regardless of election results and Brexit outcomes, 
Christmas provides all of us with such an opportunity. An opportunity to stop and 
wonder at it all. What does this extraordinary message of God being born into our 
world mean to us? Will we be one of the excited and faithful ones who come to 
midnight communion or to a Messy Christmas service? Will we use Christmas and 
its services as special moments to try to glimpse the face of Jesus: I don’t mean as 
a baby, but his face towards each one of us now.

The Bible makes the extraordinary claim that God is Love. Is it just possible that 
Jesus’ face towards each one of us reflects that? If we’ve had a good year is he 
celebrating with us, and if not, is his face shedding a tear? Because Emmanuel 
means ’God with us.’ Is it possible that the God who is love, born as Jesus, is really 
with us here in our villages, and present at our Christmas dinners? That HE is the 
biggest present we can unwrap this Christmas?

John P Huggins 01622 850280

Countryways Quilters and Stitchers
There are no meetings for December as we break for the holidays. We will begin 
again in January 2020. We will start out the year with hand stitching. In fact, there 
will be lots of embroidery coming up during the year, and we will also see quite a 
few more hosted meetings.

We meet in January on Tuesday 7 and Wednesday 22 and as both are hosted the 
addresses will be emailed to members.

If you would like more information or would like a copy of our 2020 Program, please 
contact me on 01233 877453 or e-mail moonbeamspinner@gmail.com

Pam Gillard
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Charing Farmers Market
The Market meets every Thursday 9:00 to 11:30, with our usual stalls of plants, 
produce and preserves (the three p’s) and baked goods stall for your weekly staples. 
To keep it interesting we have alternating craft stalls filled with knitted things, textile 
crafts, paper crafts and hand spun yarn for knitting your own scarves and pom-pom 
hats, with patterns and needles included. There will be lots of Christmas gift giving 
ideas and pretty things to make your house sparkle for the holidays.
 
Orders for mince pies and Christmas cakes started in November, so if you haven’t 
ordered yours yet you must do it on 5 December at the latest.

The last market of 2019 will be December 19.  We start again in 2020 on January 9.

Come check us out. There are always refreshments available and possibly a mince 
pie or two.

I will be there spinning on December 12, along with my handspun yarn and 
Christmas surprises.

We are all in the Church Barn. To find us come park by the church in Market Square, 
then take the footpath along the left to the barn. 

See you soon? 
                                                       
Pamela Gillard                                                                        

Borough Council News
We have spent a lot of time reporting the usual potholes, streetlights and usually 
re-reporting some poor substandard repairs on our roads and footpaths. The 
weather usually plays a role in this and has been relatively kind at least to date (Oct 
31). We have also reported signs and name plates, that have simply disappeared, 
been knocked down, or maybe weren’t there in the first place. If you have any 
issues in relation to these matters, please either contact us directly or contact ‘KCC 
report a fault’ on the web. 

And finally, we wish everyone a happy Christmas. Maybe there will be time to watch 
again ‘Love Actually’ and catch up on the full series of ‘Derek’ (Ricky Gervais) cert 
15 on Netflix, with your older loved ones!

Tom and Janetta Sams
Borough Councillors
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Do you know?
Harrietsham Post O�ce

O�ers a full range of 
services including Banking 
for all the major banks and 

a Travel Money service 
with Euros and Dollars on 

demand.
Also, we stock a �ne range 

of greetings cards and 
stationery.

We can be visited in
West Street

OPENING TIMES:
 MONDAY to FRIDAY

inclusive
09:00 - 13:00

SATURDAY  CLOSED
SUNDAY  CLOSED

Tom & Janetta Sams
Your Local Borough Councillors

If we can help with matters relating to the 
Borough, please contact us on:

 01622859412 or 07891901831/07718173329

tomsamscllr7@gmail.com
janettasamscllr@gmail.com

D FLISHER ROOFING

Free winter check on roofs

Roo�ng repairs

Ridge and hips checked

Moss cleaned o� roofs

Gutters and window 
frames cleaned

Chimneys re-pointed

Call Dave for a quote:

01622 850659
or

07941 324286

Quality Decorating at a fair & competitive price
Dulux approved

Over 30 years experience
Fully insured & references available

Tel: 01622 737225            Mobile: 07816 149502
www.sr-interiors.com    email: info@sr-interiors.com

 

 

     
  

  TO ADVERTISE IN
  “NETWORK”

   please contact
   Kath Rushton

   on

  01622850103
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Top Tips by Harrietsham Gardening 
Society
December already but that doesn’t mean gardening has to stop. Now is a really 
good time to get out on the veg. patch or allotment (if you haven’t lost the plot!) and 
finish off that winter digging. There is a lot of controversy about whether to dig or 
not and certainly there’s little point in putting all that effort in if you have a relatively 
clean area from which you’ve recently lifted potatoes, carrots, parsnips or other 
deep rooted crops as you will already have broken up the soil. Such areas do have 
to be kept weed-free of course, by a bit of hoeing in the Spring, but then you can just 
plant directly into the soil things such as courgettes, marrows and squash whose 
leaves soon provide ground cover. A lot less work! That doesn’t work for everything, 
for example, preparing a trench for runner beans or anywhere else where you want 
to incorporate organic matter and the more of that the better. Organic matter such 
as farmyard manure or compost doesn’t really contain a lot of nutrients but its major 
benefit is to help to break up the soil to enable roots to grow and the soil itself to 
release nutrients and to hold moisture. It really is best to avoid using horse manure 
unless it’s been rotted down for a year or the plants you grow may end up with 
yellow leaves. What you’re doing is presenting the soil bacteria with a lot of organic 
matter but they rob the soil of nitrogen too at the same time as they need this as 
part of the process. An analogy is they like a bit of salt with their chips and can’t eat 
them without.

Leaf sweeping – oh dear, oh dear – another load of hard work but it has to be 
done to avoid grass being smothered and moss coming in, or if left on borders 
slugs and snails will appreciate a winter home as well as diseases such as rose 
blackspot being  harboured. One excellent thing to do with them though is, if you 
grow raspberries, to heap as many leaves around the stools as you can. They are 
naturally a woodland plant and the leaves will provide nutrients as they break down 
and help to build up a thick water-holding bed around the roots.

Now what should you be doing on Christmas day? Well, sowing your exhibition 
onions such as Ailsa Craig and Kelsae seed in a heated propagator which will 
give them a good kick off for the season. You could even try a few tomatoes as 
their fruiting is affected by the age of the plant as much as light and temperature.  
If you’re lucky Father Christmas will have brought you a propagator lamp to put 
above your seedlings to prevent them being drawn up and to provide the right light 
colour spectrum. With the arrival of LED’s these have really come down in price 
and running costs are very low so have a look on the internet as soon as you’ve 
read this and drop a few hints. Of course you’ll also be getting ready to plant your 
shallots  (and there’s room for a handful of them in any size garden) on the shortest 
day so you can as per tradition lift them on the longest.

continued on page 42
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continued from page 41/

Finally, do take care of those precious plants you have outside in pots. Even if they 
are deemed hardy severe frost can still badly damage the leaves or even freeze the 
roots for too long a period. You’ve seen on the wildlife programmes how  penguins 
huddle together for protection from the cold, well  stand all your pots close together 
which will indeed help and you also have the opportunity, unlike the penguins, of 
throwing a bit of fleece or bubble wrap over and around when severe frosts are 
expected. If you have plants overwintering in the greenhouse do try and keep some 
air circulating on milder days to avoid too much humidity and potential disease 
build-up. 

There is no open Garden Society meeting in December but why not make one of 
your New year resolutions to come along to our January meeting.

Lenham Film Club 
at Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way

Friday December 13th  
Performance begins 7.30 pm, doors open 7 pm

Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without James Stewart to begin it with It’s a 
Wonderful Life (U, 1946). It doesn’t matter how often you’ve seen director Frank 
Capra’s masterpiece, you’ll still be mesmerised by the hour and a half you spend in 
Bedford Falls. The unforgettable story of George Bailey and Clarence the angel will 
guarantee you an evening of Christmas cheer. Running time: 1 hr 30 mins.

Saturday December 14th is matinee day
Performance begins 2.30 pm, doors open 2 pm

Another Christmas must! Come and laugh with Woody and Buzz Lightyear in Toy 
Story 4 (U, 2019), the funny and moving final Toy Story instalment. Woody and 
Buzz embark on an adventurous trip with old friends and some new pals. The trip 
leads to an unexpected reunion when Woody meets his long-lost friend Bo Peep. 
Running time: 1hr 40mins.

For more information or if you’d like to be added to our mailing list, then please 
contact us at lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com.  Keep an eye open for our posters 
(it’s possible we might slip in an extra performance during the month). Follow us 
on Facebook @LenhamFilmClub. Perhaps consider becoming a member or just 
come along on the night!

There’s no need to book just come along.  Entrance fee (cash at the door) £5 for 
non-members; members £4.  For Toy Story 4 matinee, £2 for children, adults as 
above.   Refreshments available at reasonable cost.  Annual membership £6 (over 
16’s only); pick up a form at our ticket desk. 
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w: philipjarvis.co.uk  e: homes@philipjarvis.co.uk homes@philipjarvis.co.uk 
a: 1 The Square, Lenham, Kent t: 01622 858241 

Residen�al Sales & Le�ngs
Village & Country Homes

W: philipjarvis.co.uk e: homes@philipjarvis.co.uk
 a: 1 the square, lenham, kent t: 01622 858241

This winter, we are pulling our 
fingers out again…

Just for you!

Sheds, Site Huts,
Workshops, Garages, 

Mini Tool Stores, Potting 
Sheds, Play houses,

And all other types of 
garden building. 

01622 880031    www.shedsandshelters.co.uk
Hollingbourne Hill, Hollingbourne, Maidstone Kent

enquire@shedsandshelters.co.uk

20ÊFREEÊboxesÊ&ÊtapeÊwithÊeveryÊmove.ÊÊPleaseÊcallÊtoÊarrangeÊaÊFREEÊQuotationÊ
Ê
15ÊParksÊRoad,ÊHarrietsham,ÊMaidstone,ÊKent,ÊME17Ê1GRÊ

Ê

Ê

Ê

Ê

Ê
Tel: 01622 829 974    www.midkentremovals.co.uk 

Local / Long Distance Removals & Storage 
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 Tel: 01622 858777 - Email: info@mulberrygraphicdesign.com

FREE NHS �u vaccination now available at the pharmacy

SAXON WARRIOR PHARMACY
                       REGISTERED PHARMACY PROVIDING NHS SERVICES TO ALL PATIENTS
           FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE WITH PAPERLESS PRESCRIPTION REORDER FACILITY
                                                    OVER THE COUNTER MEDICINES AND ADVICE
                     PRIVATE DOCTOR SERVICES FOR SOME CONDITIONS AND TRAVEL CLINIC

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00AM TO 5:30PM SATURDAY 9:00AM TO 1:00PM
                            TEL 01622 858287
WWW.SAXONWARRIORPHARMACY.COM

LANDSCAPING- Drives, Patios, Pathways, Brick/Stone Walls, Block/Stone Paving,
Tarmac, Decking, Fencing, Turfi ng, Ponds, Water Features, Garden Clearance,

Sheds/Summer & Play House Bases, Tree Surgery etc.

BUILDING WORKS- Extensions, Porches, Conservatories, Garages, Groundworks,
Roofi ng, PVC Windows, Doors, Soffi ts, Fascias, Floor/Wall Tiling, Decorating etc

FULLY INSURED/WORK GUARANTEED. VERY PROFESSIONAL/FRIENDLY SERVICE
Top Quality Materials/Workmanship from design to completion - FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01622 851222  Mob: 07786 07 01 07 
E: maidstonelandscapes2009@live.co.uk

LOOK: Please check our reviews and other 
companies you may use at www.uktc.org

Established: 1990 Director: M. Potter

MAIDSTONE 
LANDSCAPES
& PAVING LTD

LANDSCAPING:- Drives, Patios, Pathways, Brick/Stone Walls, Block/Stone Paving, 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������

FULLY INSURED/ WORK GUARANTEED. VERY PROFESSIONAL/ FRIENDLY SERVICE

www.maidstonelandscapes.com

ALSO BUILDING CONTRACTOR

BUILDING WORKS:- �����������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����: 01622 851222     Mob: 07786 07 01 07                          ESTABLISHED: 1990

Less 15% discount
with ad and

20% over 55s 
cannot be used with

other offers

LOOK:- Please check our reviews and other
companies you may use at www.uktc.org

DIRECTOR: M. POTTER

NOTE: You must mention this ad to receive discount when arranging estimate

MAIDSTONE
LANDSCAPES
& PROPERTY
SERVICES Ltd

www.maidstonelandscapes.com

discount 
on production of  this advert

20 %

    not to be used in 
conjunction with any other  
 offers

*

*


